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Atlantis Sound sells high fidelity com- 
ponsas eepenent, and only the best in 

igh fidelity equipment. Atlantis does 
not sell appliances or records or consoles 
or tires. Therefore, the success or failure 
of Atlantis is completely based on our 
ability to be the best o Be in town to 
purchase hi-fi equipment. Atlantis offers 
the best selection of hi-fi components, 
and Atlantis personnel are capable of 
discussing the virtues and drawbacks of 
various brands of individual com- 
ponents. Atlantis has tremendous buy- 
ing power which allows us to purchase 
below wholesale and pass the savings 
along to our customers. And we 
guarantee the equipment we sell with our 
much imitated but yet unexcelled Con- 
sumer Protection Plan (which is far 
stronger than the manufacturers’ own 
warrantees). We back this plan up with 
the finest service department on the East 
Coast. But finally, the reason Atlantis is 
better is that Atlantis is committed to 
high fidelity. Your consumer satisfaction 
is of ultimate importance; Atlantis 
guarantees that it will do everything 
possible to assure your satisfaction. 


The Wizard of Atlantis 


The personification of Atlantis is its 
president, Ken Kanzler, a 32-year old 
engineer who has been in the audio 
business for seven years since the incep- 
tion of Atlantis. This buyer’s guide is the 
Wizard’s idea, and the views represented 
in it and the A-rated equipment selections 
are his. He is the designer of the Con- 
sumer Protection Plan, and is most in- 
terested in your comments or your com- 
plaints (which will be resolved). Please 
feel free to call him at his office, (703) 532- 
5500, or his home, (703) 620-9559. And, 
call collect, at any time! 
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A Buyer’s Guide 
to High Fidelity 

This supplement represents a great 
deal of time, money, and expense. Please 
read it; you will find it well worth your 
while. It is divided into two parts: a short 
course in high fidelity, designed to be 
educational and including ratings of 
specific products, and the Atlantis Sound 
Systems. On pages 10 thru 19, are the 
Atlantis Sound Systems, where A-rated 
products are matched in price categories 
to provide the best value sound systems 
in a "sie range. (They also include 
headphone recommendations.) Auxiliary 
equipment is discussed on pages 20 thru 
23, including an especially useful aid in 
matching turntables and cartridges. This 
buyer’s guide will take the confusion out 
of purchasing a hi-fi system. 


Magician 
Ken Kanzler, 
the Hi-Fi Wizard 


Art Direction, Design 
and Production 
Ginny Rinaldo 


Illustrations 
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The Atlantis 


Consumer Protection Plan 


A. Delivery and set-up. 


If desired, Atlantis Sound will deliver and set-up 
your component system. This generally can be 


done the day after your purchase. Aiy—custom— 
installation can be done by our =_ 


technicians. Although the charges can va ased 
on the amount of work involved, the hourly cha 

is $15 per hour. Please remember that we will do 
everything possible to install your syste 
promptly! 


B. Laboratory check-ot 


At your option, we will be happy to put you 
equipment through a rigorous laboratory check-up 
by one of our professional service technicians in 
one of our own labs. A complete set of performance 
specifications can be prepared at a slight ad- 
ditional charge. There is generally a two week time 
requirement. 


C. Convenient financing. 


Atlantis Sound accepts BankAmericard and 
MasterCharge. We can probably obtain long term 
(six months to three years) bank financing for you. 
If you decide on a system costing slightly more 
than you originally budgeted, we'll let you owe us 
the balance over a period of thirty days at no 
interest or carrying charge. To protect you from 
future price increases, we also accept layaways. 


D. Loaner component 
program. 


If you should need to bring oné.of your com- 
ponents in for service, we will happily loan you a 
similar component until yours is repaired proper- 
ly. (This is subject to the availability of com- 
parable equipment at the time.) 


E. Liberal trade-in 
program. 


If at any time in the future you decide to improve 
your system, you'll find that we offer a substantial 
trade-in credit towards the purchase of a new 
system. This is especially true if your trade-ins are 
Atlantis Sound recommended components, which 
always hold their value well. 


F. No hidden extra costs. 


All wires and cables to make your system 
function properly are provided free of charge. Most 
important, the Atlantis Sound Consumer Protec- 
tion Plan is provided free of charge. Our competi- 
tion offers you a less comprehensive warranty, 
and, in many cases, at an additional charge. 


G. Rainchecks 
(if necessary). 


Atlantis makes every effort to have all items in 
stock in all locations at all times, but this is not 
always possible. If we are temporarily out of stock, 
Atlantis guarantees to supply the item at the 
quoted price within fourteen days or Atlantis will 
promptly refund the purchase price. 
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What about after the sale? 


Purchasing a high fidelity system is a major 
investment. Not only are you purchasing specific 
component products, but you are buying what you 
expect to be a lifetime of trouble-free musical 
enjoyment. After you’ve considered all the compo- 
nent equipment available and have made your 
purchase, you don’t want to feel that you and your 
component system are out on your own, with 
nothing but some distant manufacturer’s warran- 
ty to protect you in case anything goes wrong. You 
also want the opportunity to exchange any compo- 
nent for one better-suited to your needs in the 
future: ; ; 

The Wizard is aware of the expectations as well 
as the potential problems that could confront the 
hi-fi buyer, and has devised a thirteen point 
Consumer Protection Plan that willinsure youasa 
happy, satisfied Atlantis Sound customer for years 
to come. The Plan was designed to give you, the 
consumer, the benefit of the doubt! In essence, it 
says that when you put your trust in Atlantis 
Sound by making your purchase from us, we will 
do everything we can to protect your purchase and 
help with any problems in the same straight- 
forward way we've helped our thousands of 
customers over the years. 


The fine print. 


The Atlantis Sound Consumer Protection Plan: 
1. is limited to the original purchaser only and is 
not transferable 

2. is in lieu of all other warrantees or guarantees, 
expressed or implied ; 

3. 1s automatically voided by the misuse or abuse of 
any component 

4. is applicable to only those component sound 
systems that are specifically recommended by 
Atlantis Sound in its print advertising and lastly 
5. requires that all equipment returned under any 
of the provisions of the warranty be in original 
condition with all packing material, accessories, 
and instruction books intact and not defaced. 


Warranty 


1, Money-back guarantee. 


° If; for any reason, you want to return your 
pee. geen within the first seven days of the 
urchse, you can return them for a refund of your 
ull purchase price. (Equipment must be returned 
with the warranty oma not filled in or defaced.) 


. Guaranteed low price. 


If, within thirty days of purchase, you discover 
any authorized dealer selling the same equipment 
with a comparable guarantee for a lower price, 
bring in the proof and Atlantis Sound will gladly 
refund the difference. Likewise, of course, if you 
have not yet purchased a system and any authoriz- 
ed dealer has quoted a bona fide lower price with a 
comparable guarantee, we will beat his quote. 


3. Defective equipment 
exchange. 


If, within ten days of purchase, any recommend- 
ed component should prove defective and cannot 
be repaired by our shop within five working days, 
we will exchange it for a new unit. (We must 
reserve the right to make adjustments should we be 
out of stock on a particular component.) 


4. Labor and lifetime 
parts guarantee. 


Atlantis Sound guarantees to repair any defec- 
tive component at no charge for labor as follows: 
speaker system - five (5) years 
electronic component - three (3) years 
turntable or changer - one (1) year 
tape recorder - one (1) year 
This guarantee extends from the date of original 
purchase. Atlantis Sound also guarantees never to 
charge for repair parts oe for those subject to 
wear such as styli, tape heads, belts, etc. which are 
guaranteed for ninety (90) days only). 


5. 100% equipment 
exchange. 


If, within ninety days of purchase, you decide 
that you prefer other components we stock over 
your original selection. Atlantis Sound will accept 
for credit any component at 100% of the original 
purchase price. This credit can then be applied 
towards the purchase of any component or com- 
bination of components at the normal list price. 


6. One year speaker 
exchange. 


If, within one year, you decide to purchase more 
expensive speakers, Atlantis Sound will allow you 
your full purchase price towards any more expen- 
sive speakers we cary. oeeeane will be made 

i 


for cabinet damage. 8 policy does not apply to 
= that are the same except for cabinet 
style. 
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How to purchase a hi-fi system. 


_ This is probably the first major leisure 
purchase of your life — be thorough, be 
careful, and don’t be ripped-off. Hi-fi 
components are like any ce equipment 
that has to perform: it’s no damn good if it 
doesn’t work reliably or if, when it 
breaks, it can’t be fixed quickly at a 
reasonable cost, if not free under warran- 
ty. On page 3 is the Atlantis Sound 
Consumer Protection Plan, the strongest 
warranty in the industry. In fact, it is far 
stronger than the manufacturer’s own 
warranty. This is because we accept the 
responsibility for the total system no 
matter how many manufacturers’ com- 
peo are involved. Moreover, you 

ave the Wizard’s personal word that, no 
matter what, we will treat you just like we 
would like to be treated. 

Buying a system consists of figuring 
out where to buy, what to buy, when to 
buy and what price to pay. Let’s take 
them in that order. 


Where to buy. 


Buy from an_ audio component 
specialist near where you live. When you 
buy from this type of stereo store, it’s not 
a hassle to get satisfaction if you’ve gota 
problem. Remember, not all esteinetn 
work perfectly out of the box; in fact, 
some don’t work at all. This holds true for 
even the best manufacturer’s equipment. 
If you buy from a distant dealer or one 
that offers only the manufacturer’s 
warranty, the smallest problem becomes 
a nightmare. Even though mass 
merchandisers in the appliance business 
may be able to sell you hi-fi equipment 
and maybe even service it, they are not 
equipped to advise you on your purchase. 
The worst use of the money you had 
budgeted for hi-fi is to end up with a 
mismatched system. It can only sound as 
good as the least good component. 

Remember: before you select a hi-fi 
system, select what type of dealer you are 
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going to buy from — an audio com- 
ponents specialist, a mass merchandiser, 
an agnyenes chain, or someone selling 
out of his apartment. Only a component 
specialist can give you proper assistance, 
good brand selection, and super service 
after the sale. Only Atlantis Sound gives 
you all this, plus a super-low price! Com- 
pare our prices against the other 
specialists and you'll see we're in 
business to do business. We’ll show you 
our recommended sound systems in 
various price ranges later in this supple- 
ment. Come into any one of our many 
stores and compare the sound we give you 
for your money versus any other dealer. 
The combination of being close to you 
anywhere on the east coast, our 
Consumer Protection Plan, and what 
you'll conclude when you compare us, 
makes us confident that you will want to 
do business with us. 


What to buy. 


A component system generally con- 
sists of a pair of speakers, a receiver 
(tuner-amplifier), pte a record changer or 
manual turntable with a stereo cartridge. 
The component that makes the biggest 
difference in the sound is_ the 


loudspeaker. It is the speakers that make’ 


the system sound good, bad, mediocre, 
clean, honky, objectionable or maybe 
even just plain rotten. Pages 8 and 9 are 
devoted to speaker evaluation. Page 8 
explains how to listen to loudspeakers. 
The following page rates speakers from 
various national manufacturers. Of 
course, the rest of the system is important 
too. 

As far as the electronics are concerned, 
their performance specifications can be 
quantitatively measured, and the actual 
test results for A-rated receivers are 
— on page 6. (The specifications 

or other receivers are available in our 


stores.) Fortunately, the small 


differences between all good-quality 
amplifiers will make very little 
Salonen, if any, in how the total system 
sounds. The important criteria for 
receiver selection are that it has adequate 
power to drive the speakers taking into 
account desired listening level, and the 
amplifier must put out this power at less 
than one per cent total distortion. Then, 
the important criteria for brand selection 
are reliability, warranty (both the 
manufacturer's and _ the _ dealer’s), 
features and styling. 

The important criteria for turntables or 
changers are reliability, ease of opera- 
tion, and gentleness to your records. 

Last but not least is the cartridge, a 
very important item, almost as important 
as the loudspeakers. Most of the name 
brands on the market use different design 
concepts to achieve roughly the same 
level of performance for ih same selling 
price. However, their sound output levels 
vary widely as does the delicateness of 
their stylii and susceptability to damage. 


When to buy. 


Because of increased costs in raw 
materials and production both here and 
overseas, prices will be going up later in 
the year, and by most projections, there is 
no end in sight to this inflationary 
tendency. That’s a sad but true state- 
ment. Your purchase dollar is worth less 
today than a year ago, and probably will 
be worth even less next year. Yet, we at 
Atlantis are doing everything possible to 
protect you, the consumer from having to 
absorb even more of the cost of inflation. 
We will always sell our systems for the 
lowest possible price, though we are con- 
stantly receiving price increases from 
manufacturers and do not know today 
how long we will be able to maintain the 


current prices. 


We wish it weren’t so. It would be easier 
to sell hi fi componente if prices would 
stabilize. If you have any inclination to 
purchase hi fi equipment, we strongly 
urge you, because of the current economic 
trends, to do so now, not six months from 
now. 
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$300, $500, $700, $1000? A very fair 


question that deserves a straightforward 
answer. And the answer will be the most 
important piece of advice that you can get 
about the purchase of your music system. 

For $300, you can purchase a stereo 
system (two speakers, an AM/FM stereo 
receiver, a record changer and a car- 
tridge) that you will enjoy listening to for 
years to come, and a system that you'll be 
proud to show your choosiest friends. But 
for $500, it is certainly possible to buy 
another system that you wouldn’t even 
wish on your enemies! 

The point is, there are more great, good, 
mediocre, and just plain bad _ hi-fi 

roducts on the market today than ever 
et ta And they’re in every price range. 
So, for most people below the wizard level 
of audio expertise, deciding how much 
money you should spend, and then choos- 
ing the best equipment available in that 
price range, is a confusing and often 
risky endeavor. 

You’d have to spend a month of hours 
researching what is what; a month find- 
ing cut what’s available from various 
manufacturers, another month checking 
out the performance of the products, and 
then a month reviewing the changes that 
have occured since you started. Being an 
audio products wizard is a full time job! 
It’s what I do at least twenty hours a day. 
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for a system 
you don’t have to 
apologize for? 


(In case you haven’t guessed by now, I’m 
the President of Atlantis Sound and the 
Wizard of Sound, Ken Kanzler.) 

Another choice, of course, is to throw 
yourself at the mercy of a salesman who 
may know less about hi-fi and more about 
selling techniques than you do. That’s 
not an unusual situation, and is 
something you should be _ especially 
careful of. (Our salesmen must complete 
an extensive training program, and their 
hi-fi knowledge is continually being re- 
evaluated.) 

I believe that the best way to attack the 
problem is to have an expert select the 
components to match in a system at a 
given price point, as if he were spend- 
ing his own hard-earned money on 
that system. And I’ve done just that. 

Later-in this section we'll discuss how 
these compojients were matched together 
in systems. But the best advice I can give 
you in determining how much to spend on 
a hi-fi system is: 

Don’t spend $1000 on a music 
system unless you are really into 
music. If you want a good quality, 
reliable component “record player”’ 
that doesn’t have to double as a sex 
symbol, spend $300 to $400. And if 
you want the best value in compo- 
nent music systems, spend $500 to 
$600. 
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The $300 to $400 systems I recommend 
on pages 10 and 11 are good, solid music 
systems that perform well with reliabili- 
ty. The $500 to $600 systems on pages 12 
and 13 have more powerful receivers and 
larger speakers. These systems are 
significantly better than the $300 and 
$400 systems, and this price range is 
where you get the greatest value (the best 
comparison of price to performance). 
Spending more than this will provide 
such necessities (for audiophiles) as tape 
monitor switches, stepped and separate 
tone controls for each channel, and 
speakers with spatial relations. If you 
really consider these more esoteric 
features necessities, the Atlantis systems 
at $700 and $800 on pages 14 and 15 will ° 
provide you with these refinements. The 
“super” systems on pages 16 and 17 
($1000 thru $1300, approximately) sound 
fantastic, and are all that anyone should 
spend on a conventionally configured hi- 
fi system (2 speakers, stereo receiver, and 
record changer). Above that, high quality 
quadraphonics is the way to go (see pages 
18 and 19). 

Please remember that it is possible to 
buy an excellent stereo music system for 
as little as $300, as long as you purchase 
very carefully and select only the best 
combination that quality manufacturers 
have available. I believe that this buyer’s 
guide will help you do just that. 
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The Wizard gives you 
et d 30B 199 ys Harman Kardon 330B 
arman Kar on 3 | °$ ° The Harman Kardon 330B is an 


inexpensive high quality receiver from 
one of the most respected manufacturers 
in the industry. It provides plenty of 
power (18 watts RMS per channel), and 
low harmonic distortion (0.7%) to drive a 
large array of speaker systems more than 
oop tie es Si F * adequately. An FM tuner sensitivity of 
emproceneemnuienn echbhieeebh bbe hheemd iste emoaieasd ts, 2.4 microvolts at full limiting, and a42dB 
“ a RIE i ale eye OE ole selectivity will pull in all but the weakest 
ames: - ; stations. The 330B features tape monitor, 
mt we . fe twin speaker switching, loudness control, 
“Orv ‘ : and bass and treble controls. These are 
rz 4 ra XJ t performance and features that are out- 
= « , ae AR NR standing for a $200 receiver. Harman 
. me — — . — | Kardon is a company well-acquainted 
= a with the needs of today’s music 
enthusiasts. They first introduced the 
Citation series to the audiophile, and the 
technology and craftsmanship of that 
series is evident in all Harmon Kardon 
products. 


Onkyo TX-220 


The Onkyo Model TX-220 is the least 
expensive receiver from Onkyo, the com- 
pany that puts engineering first. With a 
full 15 watts RMS per channel, the Model 
220 compares with many more expensive 
receivers. One of the 220’s most outstand- 
ing features is the phono pre-amp. 
Through careful research, the engineers 
at Onkyo have made the phono section 
extremely quiet. This, coupled with a 
sensitive FM tuner (with FM sensitivity 
of 2.3 microvolts and selectivity of 45 dB) 
and provisions for 4-channel already 
built-in, make the 220 a strong contender 
for anyone interested in a fine receiver at 
the modest price of only $219.95. The 
Model :TX-220 is. also notahle for its 
extremely low harmonic distortion of 
0.4%, as well as its ability to reproduce 
transients with amazing clarity and 
trueness. 


Pioneer SX-434 


The Pioneer SX-434 is the ultimate in 
features and performance at this price. 
With FM sensitivity of 2.0 microvolts and 
power output of 16 watts RMS, the SX-434 
will pick up even weak stations and drive 
many high quality loudspeakers to room- 
filling volumes. Combine this with FM 
selectivity of 60 dB and harmonic distor- 


tion thatis typically 0.6%, and you havea 
330 * receiver that will perform faultlessly for 
years to come. The reason the SX-434 
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performs so well for only $239.95: it’s 


aa tte osama ere made by Pioneer, the number one elec- 
est ; tronics manufacturer in the world today. 


Onkyo TX-330 


we The Onkyo TX-330 provides superb 


Sey e, = . Higgs: t 


ae stereo, and has a unique extra with a 

I built-in 4-channel matrix synthesizer. It 
ctaieiiiieiasmesntenaeiamamaanil ; has features like: direct coupled 
amplifiers, two tape monitors, tape dub- 
bing, excellent FM sensitivity of 1.9 
microvolts, muting, excellent FM selec- 
tivity of 60-dB, and provisions for two 
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the finest receivers available. 
Pioneer SX636 -$349.95 


speaker systems. The 330 delivers full 21 
watts RMS per channel into 8 ohms with 
only 0.4% total harmonic distortion, more 
than enough power for“most speaker 
systems. This unitis typical of the level of 
excellence achieved by the engineering 
people, Onkyo. With well-engineered 
features and specifications like these, it’s 
no wonder the Wizard gave the 330 an ‘A’ 
rating at $299.95. 


Pioneer SX-636 


This excellently designed receiver 
offers the hi-fi enthusiast everything one 
would possibly want in a medium range 
unit. Twenty-five watts per channel with 
less than 0.5% harmonic distortion is the 
clean power output of this value in elec- 
tronics. An FM tuner with 2.0 microvolts 
FM sensitivity and 60 dB selectivity, two 
tape monitor circuits that permit tape-to- 
tape duplicating, and a three way speaker 
selector, make the Pioneer SX-636 an 
immensely versatile receiver. The people 
at Pioneer have once again achieved 
excellence on a performance. per dollar 
basis with this new receiver. After con- 
sidering many other receivers in this 
price range, the Wizard chose the SX-636 
as a real value at $349.95. 


Pioneer SX-737 


Pioneer brings you a new receiver 
with the latest electronics. Thirty-five 
watts RMS of continuous power per 
channel into 8 ohms with total harmonic 
distortion of less than 0.4% is enough 
power for all speaker systems. FM sen- 
sitivity of 1.9 microvolts, better than 60 
dB FM selectivity, two tape monitors, 
twin tuning meters for both signal 
strength and center channel, and 
provisions for two speaker systems make 
the SX-737 the Wizard’s choice in a 
$399.95 receiver. At Atlantis, we are truly 
amazed at Pioneer’s ever increasing ef- 
forts to produce better electronics at com- 
petitive prices. 


Harman Kardon 800+ 


This Harman Kardon four-channel 
receiver delivers 50 honest watts RMS in 
two channels over the entire bandwidth 
at 8ohms with only 0.3% harmonic distor- 
tion. In a stereo (two-channel) system, the 
Harman Kardon 800+ with rear 
channels strapped to front, becomes one 
of the two finest receivers in its class, and 
yet has the additional value of full capaci- 
ty for four-channel: CD-4, SQ, and 
enhanced stereo decoders. Extra features 
include tape monitor 1 (four-channel), 
and tape monitor 2 (two channel) which 
can be used for connection of a Dolby 
noise reduction unit for decoding FM 
broadcasts. The FM section allows you 
optimal performance even in the poorer 
reception areas with FM sensitivity of 2.0 
uV and selectivity of 55 dB. A truly 
remarkable receiver that exemplifies all 
the fine aspects of Citation circuitry from 
the people at Harman Kardon. Price: 


$499.95. 
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Harman Kardon 330B 

RMS output at 8 ohms - 36 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.7% 
FM sensitivity - 2.4 uV 
Selectivity - 42 dB 


Onkyo TX-220 

RMS output at 8 ohms - 30 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.4% 
FM sensitivity - 2.3 uV 
Selectivity - 45 dB 


Pioneer SX-434 

RMS output at 8 ohms - 32 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.6% 
FM sensitivity - 2.0 uV 
Selectivity - 60 dB 
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Onkyo TX-330 

RMS output at 8 ohms - 42 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.4% 
FM sensitivity - 1.9. uV 
Selectivity - 60dB 


Pioneer SX-636 

RMS output at 8 ohms - 56 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.4% 
FM sensitvity - 1.9 uV 

Selectivity - 60 dB 


' Pioneer SX-737 


RMS output at 8 ohms - 76 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.3% 
FM sensitivity - 1.9 uV 
Selectivity - 60 dB 


Harman Kardon 800+ 

RMS output at 8 ohms - 100 watts 
Total harmonic distortion - 0.3% 
FM sensitivity - 2.0 uV 

Selectivity - 55 dB 
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The quality of sound from a loudspeaker is not as 
subjective a judgment as many people claim. Be 
very careful when auditioning speakers and make 
sure you follow the cardinal rules for speaker 
evaluation. 


Speakers must be compared: 


@in roughly the same physical location, at least 
on the same wall, otherwise the room acoustics 
alter the sound of the speaker being compared. 


@at the same volume level since it is a law of 
peyche-acouaies that if one speaker is playing 
ouder (no matter how slightly) it wl aan 
“better.” 


@ only two at a time (A-B comparison) since 
“hearing has no memory” and, consequently, 
comparison of three or more speakers at one time is 
meaningless. 


@in a properly engineered sound room with ade- 
quate wiring to assure the speakers are receiving 
all the power the amplifier is delivering. 


Note: Only the very best in high fidelity dealers 
will have properly engineered sound rooms with 
speaker switching facilities that can automatical- 
ly equalize the sound pressure level (volume) of the 
speakers being compared. Facilities of this type 
are extremely expensive and show the audio 
component specialists’ dedication to the compo- 
nent sound equipment business. 


What to listen for. 


The novice listener will often listen for obvious 
defects (many of which are not the speakers’ fault), 
rather than the more subtle (but recognizable) 
attributes that distinguish a really fine speaker 
from the many available. Below is a list of the five 
pon md or spectral characteristics to listen for, 
and how these characteristics relate to speaker 
quality and ultimate listening satisfaction. 


1. Bass Response. 


When you listen for bass, which is traditionally 
what people listen for first, make sure the record or 
tape really has deep bass on it, not just medium 
bass as found in most rock recordings. Use music 
like a pipe organ, a closed-miked. bass guitar or 
bass drums recorded in a large hall. Bass drums 
are particularly good since these notes are clean 
and distinct and easily discernable even to the 
novice. Listen on an Advent or Bose speaker with 
the right program material and hear what deep 
bass really is! 





Dispersion 


Right 
Speaker 








Listener 


2. High frequency 
dispersion. 
Most speakers will reproduce high frequencies, 


but many concentrate the high Sepquency output in 
a narrow path directly in front of the speaker. This 





is sere not an_ obvious defect when the 
n 


uninform ovice is listening in stores, but leads 
to poor fidelity in a small room, and bad tonal 
balance when one cannot place the speakers in his 
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listening room so that he is directly in front of them 
when listening. The easiest way to evaluate this is 
to tune an FM receiver between the stations where 
you hear only hiss (white noise, a random mixture 
of high frequencies). Then walk by the front of the 
speaker and notice if the hiss becomes lower in 
pitch as you walk off-center. If the speaker is good 
in. this regard, this effect should hardly be 
noticeable. Try this on an EPI, JBL or ESS and 
notice very little drop in pitch. High frequency 
dispersion is important because a stereo system 
that doesn’t have speakers with good dispersion 
will be difficult to balance, right to left: the sound 
will appear to come from whichever speaker is 
closest to the listener. But a speaker with good 
dispersion will give a good stereo image any where 
in the room. 





Transient Response 























Trumpet Good Bad Speaker 


Speaker 











3. Transient response. 


This is the hardest criterion for the novice to 
evaluate. A speaker with good transient response 
will reproduce sharp sounds (like a clicking noise 
or percussive sounds) with an open life-like clarity. 
This is true because transient response means the 
ability of a speaker to follow the wave form of the 
music. Some wave forms. (like a cymbal, trumpet, 
or tightly-hit drum) require the speaker to follow a 
very complex wave. hat makes transient 
response so difficult to judge is that good transient 
response will expose defects in the rest of the sound 
system — anda novice listener may blame what he 
hears on the speakers. Dirty or defective records, 
mistracking of the cartridge stylus, or amplifier 
distortion will be completely ongets by a speaker 
with good transient response. So when you audi- 
tion speakers, make sure you use aclean recording 
and listen through an amplifier with plenty of 
power and low distortion. Speakers, unless pushed 
to very high volumes, rarely distort in the high 
frequency region. If you hear distortion at 
moderate volumes, it is probably in the source, not 
in the speaker. Though the speaker with good 
transient response may expose many defects, it 
will perform much better on a good clean recording 
than other speakers. Bose and Pioneer speakers 
have excellent transient response. A speaker with 
poor transient response will make drums sound 
muddy. A solo trumpeter is often a good test. It 
should have considerable “razz” on an accurate 
speaker, and will sound too smooth on a poor 
mgocner. Remember, defects in the source should be 
eliminated (at the listener’s option) with the 
amplifier’s tone controls, not automatically all the 
time by a deficient speaker. 


4. Tonal balance. 


This is the relative output of bass versus 
midrange versus high frequency. It is also es- 

ecially difficult for the novice listener to judge. 
Dostenadier, most name brands have fairly good 
balance. Advent and EPI are the standards of the 
industry in this regard. A speaker that has a 
disproportionate amount of treble or bass response 
has poor tonal balance. 





Common Problems 
in Tonal Balance 
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5. Efficiency. 


This is the relative ability of a speaker to produce 
a certain sound pressure level (volume) with a 
certain amount of power input; or, the relationship 
between the power input versus the volume output. 
An efficient speaker will play to a louder volume 
with the same power (wattage) than an inefficient 
apenne. _ This is certainly a_ desirable 
characteristic, but generally deep bass is sacrificed 
in order to achieve an efficient speaker. JBL and 
ESS are the best examples of speakers that are 
efficient without any sacrifice of quality: The 
efficiency of a speaker is a very important con- 
sideration when selecting a receiver to power the 
speaker. 





Relative Efficiency of 
Loudspeakers 


Small;:Advent 
Pioneer Project 60 
EPI 110 

Large Advent 

ESS Rock Monitor 


EPI 100 


AR-7 
SG - Dynaco A-25 
5 EPI 60 
EP! 400 
HK 20 
Bose 501 
ESS AMT5 
JBL 100 
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A special word about spatial and temporal 
response: The ideal speaker would be a sphere 
with sound emanating in all directions (360°). This 
is desirable because live music is not projected 
directly at the listener, but is dispersed to himina 
combination of direct and reflected sound. This 
can best be simulated by a loudspeaker that 
projects the sound to the listener from more than 
one plane. Most loudspeakers on the market today 
over $200 nave gous frequency characteristics, but 
for this kind of money, the consumer should get 
much more — a speaker that provides the realism 
of the original rock concert, thes eae hall, or 
the tiny night club. APL, Bose, EPI and ESS are 
the pioneers of spatial response as an important 
speaker criterion. Styling and efficiency are the 
only two reasons, other than spatial relations, to 
spend more than $200 on a loudspeaker. 
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The Wizard of Atlantis is constantly evaluating all 
loudspeaker brands on the market, using the 
criteria of “How to evaluate loudspeakers” 
(preceding page). In the previous buyer’s guide to 
hi-fi, various models of all brands on the market 
were evaluated and given an A thru D rating in 
each performance category, and then numerically 
averaged to give an overall rating. This has now 
become more confusing, since all of the manufac- 
turers have expanded their lines, i.e. added ad- 
ditional models, and it is impossible to present the 
results of all the models available in limited space. 
We will evaluate various manufacturers instead of 
individual speakers. Most models from a given 
manufacturer receive approximately the same 
ratings because, if a manufacturer can design and 
produce one excellent model, his others usually 
follow suit. Those manufacturers whose models 
are not very good are usually uniformly so. 

Only the products of national manufacturers are 
reviewed and discussed here, since they are 
available national and can be _ serviced 
anywhere. A word about house brand speakers: 
they are bad! What is a house brand? A cabinet 
with a couple of speakers put in it with a name 
picked out of a hat and med only by one dealer at 
whatever price he thinks is “fair.” Atlantis doesn’t 
sell house brand speakers because they are not 
quality and value products. I believe you, the 
=. and in the long run, Atlantis, will be better 
off. 


TAL Wligard 


Advent 


Advent produces two conventional 
loudspeakers: the large Advent, acclaimed as an 
pe ar ae masterpiece in reviews in audiophile 
publications everywhere, and the Small Advent, 
a smaller version that has the same wide frequen- 
cy response, but is not as efficient and will not play 
as loud. The Advent/2 is an innovation in bot 
construction, having a white molded cabinet, and 
design, intentionally sacrificing deep bass for a 
very high efficiency. 


The Large and Small Advents strongest points 
are their price (they are an exceptional value), 
and their virtually perfect bass, the best bass 
available from any loudspeaker regardless of 
price. Their only drawback is their modest efficien- 
cy, and since the Advents are such an amazin 
value, that pane in comparison to their goo 
points. The large Advent sells for Bede each in 
walnut vinyl, and for $121 eachin real walnut. The 
Small Advent is available only in walnut viny] at 
$74 each. 


APL (A po 
Physics Labs, Inc.) 


APL is a relatively young company whose 
products “demand to be heard.” They have a very 
interesting product line consisting of a medium- 
sized bookshelf speaker, the APL 801 at $89 each, 
that uses a piezo electric tweeter which requires no 
crossover; and a more conventional model, the 
APL 101 at $122 each in vinyl. The top of their 
line, the APL 9+ is a five-sided floor model speaker 
that sells for $274 each, and has sound em- 
manating from each of five sides. It uses nine 5'2 
woofers and three tweeters, and, although it is 
fairly efficient, it can take over 100 watts RMS 
continuously and play LOUD! APL is not yet one 
of the established greats of our industry, yet their 
products perform with the quality indicative only 
of the best. Though they compete with brands 
we've been selling for years, we felt it was 
necessary to have _ these fine loudspeakers 
available to our customers. 
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Treble 
Transient Transient 
Tonal Tonal 
Efficiency Cc Efficiency 
Spatial ‘ Spatial ° 
*not applicable “applicable to Model 9+ only 


Overall Rating Overall Rating 





Bose 


Bose is the company that first explored the 
virtues of spatial relations. The Bose 501-IIis the 
least expensive speaker on the market today to 
have good spatial characteristics, and the 901-II, 
a small “box” that emits a sarge sound, is their 
most famous and most interesting product. The 
901 incorporates three unique and totally valid 
principles: reflected sound, total equalization, and 
the absence of any crossover network through the 
use of full-range drivers. Each unit contains nine 
high compliance, full range loudspeakers, with 
high energy magnets to allow large excursions 
without audible distortion on any _ program 
material. The Bose 901 emmanates a richness and 

resence that no other loudspeaker has, and-sells 

or $550 the pair including the active equalizer. 
The physically larger floor model, the Bose 501 II 
sells for $149 each, and is a more conventiona 
speaker in that it does use a crossover network 
and it is not equalized. Because these two speakers 
from Bose are quite different in design, they have 


been rated separately. 
Bose 501 Series I! Bose 901 Series I! 
Bass A 
Treble 
Transient 
Tonal 
Efficiency 
Spatial 


Overall Rating 





Epicure-EPI 


_ This speaker company manufactures an entire 
line of bookshelf speakers from the Epicure 50 


(very small) to the Epicure 150. All of them are 
oused in walnut cabinets, or in vinyl walnut 
cabinets at a significant savings under the EPI 
series. The EPI series: All of these speakers use the 
now famous EPI high dispersion tweeter, the best 
conventional tweeter on the market. By the nature 
of its design this tweeter is extremely critical of all 
pares material. The EPI 100 at $99 each is the 

okshelf unit that received numerous top ratings 
from consumer testing magazines. In addition to 
the bookshelf units mentioned, EPI has created 
two floor models, the EPI 202 and the EPI 400+, 
which consist of the EPI Model 100’s mounted 90 
degrees off axis to each other in the same cabinet. 
(In the case of the 202, there are two EPI 100’s, and 
in the 400+ there are four.) So, these multiple units 
of the EPI tweeter provide even greater dispersion 
than a single unit, and also the spatial relations 
that are necessary for a speaker to be worth over 
$150. The EPI 202 sells for $239, and the EPI 400+ 
sells for $399. 


ESS 


The line of ESS loudspeakers started with the 
much praised ESS AMT-1, which is still available 
at $315 each. It was a significant breakthrough in 
loudspeaker design, using the Heil Air Motion 
Transformer, explained in more detail on page 15. 
Recently ESS added two top-end models: one 
designed for rock music, the AMT-3 at $435 each, 
and one designed for classical music, the AMT-1 
Tower with a transmission line enclosure at $375 
each. But more important additions to the ESS line 
were the ESS AMT-4, a small bookshelf speaker 
at $259 each, and their first bookshelf speaker, the 
ESS AMT-5. Using a slightly smaller Heil driver, 
‘he ESS AMT-5 is highly efficient. and sells in a 
walnut vinyl cabinet for $159 each and in real 
walnut for $189 each. 


take your ears to the hi-fi wizard 3 


Epicure-EP! ESS 

Bass Bass 

Treble Treble 
Transient Transient 
Tonal Tonal 
Efficiency Efficiency 
Spatial r Spatial 

“only applicable models 

Cece Overall Rating 





JBL 


A very old line speaker manufacturer noted for 
superior quality products and dynamic styling. 
Although they have many models on the market, 
their real winner is the JBL 100, a 3-way version 
of their bookshelf studio monitor. Its sculptured 
reticulated foam grill is a legend in its own time! 
Because of JBL’s high aualitv and the precision of 
its driver construction, its tonal characteristics are 
highly controllable. Especially useful in 
orenona application, the JBL L100 sells for 

297.00 each. 


Pioneer 


- This is the company that is number one in the 
world in hi-fi, noted primarily in the USA for their 
electronics and turntables, and noted in Japan for 
some ng | fine speakers. But since freight on 
loudspeakers from Japan is so great, Pioneer 
decided to import their technology and produce 
and build the product here in America. Their first 
speakers made here are the Project Series, the 

oneer Project 60 and the Pioneer Project 
100. Both are extremely efficient and have great 
transient response. Therefore, they are great for 
use in a system having a receiver of low power. The 
Project 60 sells at Atlantis for $59.95 each and the 
Project 100 for $89.95 each. 


JBL Pioneer 
Bass Bass 
Treble Treble 
Transient Transient 
Tonal Tonal 
Efficiency Efficiency 
Spatial Spatial 


Overall Rating Overall Rating 





The Others 


The winning brands above are the loudspeaker 
manufacturers that Atlantis believes produce the 
best speakers available, and that’s why we’ve 
chosen to market these speakers. If you have even 
a passing acquaintance with hi-fi products, you 
have probably heard of some of them. But what 
about the other manufacturers, the ones not in- 
cluded above? Manufacturers such as AR, KLH, . 
Rectilinear, McIntosh, Marantz, Fisher na, 
Altec, Infinity, Ohm, or even something- ex? For 
starters, most speakers ending in “flex’’ are 
pevete label speakers made pepo 4 for a 

ealership. Maybe they’re named as such because 
the dealers like the flexible prices! Other than the 
“flexes,” most other manufacturer’s speakers fall 
into one of these five categories: 


1. Good products when they were designed a 
decade ago, but today the A-rated brands just 
are better values at less money. 

Companies who got a few rave reviews but 
powne out shortly and still are around selling a 
ew speakers. 

. Companies who have a good reputation in 
electronics and put their name on a speaker 
made for them ‘and charge a lot for that 
nameplate. 

Companies who have a _ reputation not 
necessarily so good in electronics and feel the 
grams is greener on the other side of the speaker. 

ompanies whose products are just too esoteric 
and consequently unreliable for normal people 
who dust want to listen to good music and not 
rebuild the tweeters every other week. 


rane ew | enough, there is a wide gap 
between the A-rated brands and the best of the 
others. Although buyer personal preference will 
always prevail among the winning speakers 
chosen by Atlantis, they are far superior to the 
others. But let your own ears, educated in what to 
listen for, be the judge. Come to Atlantis and you'll 
hear what I’ve been saying. 
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The Harman Kardon 3308, 


Rarely in hi-fi electronics is one product 
clearly superior to all the others on the 
market in its price range, especially 
among the better brands. Usually the 
products of these superior manufacturers 
are very competitive at any given price 
point. 

But in the case of the $200 receiver this 
year, the Harman Kardon 330B clearly 
outperforms by a considerable margin all 
similarly priced receivers on the market. 
And in some cases, like Marantz, Sony, 
Kenwood and Sansui, it outperforms 
their $300 receivers. This is much to the 
credit of Harman Kardon, at a time when 
inflation is making it difficult for many 
manufacturers to even produce a $200 
receiver, let alone a great one. 

One way some manufacturers have 
produced a receiver that performs im- 
lg is to sacrifice its reliability. 

ot so, with Harman Kardon. The 
statistical reliability rate of the Harman 
Kardon 330B, based on thousands of 
units tested, is as good or better than 
most receivers on the market today. 

We at Atlantis believe that the three 
most important criteria for receiver selec- 
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The Harman Kardon 330B 


tion are: Value (performance compared to 
cost), Reliability and Features. 

We’ve discussed the Harman Kardon 
330B’s excellence when value and 
reliability are considered. It’s sophistica- 
tion of features is also impressive. In 


addition to the standard features of a 
$200 receiver, the Harman Kardon 330B 
has: separate bass and treble for each 
dasenal, auxiliary input plus phono and 
AM/FM stereo, loudness contour, stereo- 
mono switching, headphone jack, and 


in stereo systems with HK, 
at $299 

















oe $299. .« 
he receiver: Harman Kardon 330B. 
The turntable: BSR 2260X. 


The loudspeakers: Harman Kardon 20. 


The Harman Kardon 20 _loud- 
speakers incorporate a full 2” tweeter for 
full reproduction of the high end, and an 
8” woofer to reach down and capture 
those extremely low notes. Harman Kar- 
don’s impressive 330B receiver is well 
complemented by this low-priced 
speaker, giving you the deepest bass 
available in this price range. It sells 
separately for $49 each. 


System $349. 
The receiver: Harman Kardon 330B. 
The turntable: BSR 2260X. 


The loudspeakers: EPI 60. 


The EPI 60 is the vinyl-walnut version 
of the little wonder, the EPI Model 50. 
Though its enclosure is small, the sound 
it produces isn’t. This EPI ‘product is 
outstanding in its high frequency 
response, dispersion, and _ linear 


characteristics when placed in the cor- 
ners of the listening room. Its perfor- 
mance is impressive in all listening 
criteria, and it is a “‘must hear” for the hi- 
fi buyer who wants the best performance 
in an economy system. The EPI Model 60 
sells separately for $70 each. 


System $369. 
The receiver: Harman Kardon 330B. 
The turntable: BSR 2260X. 


' The loudspeakers: Small Advent. 


This speaker does everything well. 
Although some larger systems can ul- 
timately play louder and may have 
slightly better efficiency (including the 
Large Advent), there is no loudspeaker 
that can outperform the Small Advent 
in flat wide response, low distortion, and 
uniform dispersion. It reproduces the 
entire musical spectrum with lifelike 
clarity. You will hear bass notes you 
never knew existed, and high notes that 
are smooth and transparent. The only 
compromise built in to this speaker is a 
necessary one: in order to build in the 
excellent bass characteristics, a slight 
sacrifice in efficiency and _ power- 
handling had to be made. But the Har- 
man Kardon 330B more than makes up 
for this, producing enough power to 
procave good listening levels with the 

mall Advents. 
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the clearly superior receiver 


two speaker switches (this allows for the 
main and remote pair of speakers to be 
paves separately, or together). It also 
as function indicator lights, and a 
signal strength tuning meter for max- 
imum signal in AM and FM tuning. 

Normally, Atlantis would not put this 
expensive a receiver in our $300 system, 
but would, of course, use it in our $399, 
EPI 90 system. It might be possible to 
find a receiver for $170 or $180, but the 
$20 or $30 savings is so outweighed by the 
Harman Kardon 330B’s superiority, it 
simply wouldn’t be worth it. 

Harman Kardon has also produced the 
Harman Kardon 20 speakers, inexpen- 
sive yet quality companions to the Har- 
man Kardon 330B receiver. Atlantis has 
matched them in our _ lowest-priced 
system at $299. We have also selected 
three other pairs of speakers (EPI 60’s, 
Small Advents, and EPI 90’s), plus the 
BSR 2260X _ turntable (the least expen- 
sive magnetic, quality turntable), to com- 
plement the Harman Kardon 330B 
—" in stereo systems from $299 to 

399. 
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Another advantage of purchasing any 
one of the systems built around the 
Harman Kardon 330B is its future ver- 
satility. This extremely powerful receiver 
will last for many years, and can power 
large speakers should you tater decide to 
upgrade your system. Then the speakers 
that you originally purchased can be 
used as extension speakers in another 
room. I (the Wizard) simply cannot 
overstate the value of the Harman Kar- 
don 330B. Other dealers will have 
systems in this price range, probably 
with a lower-priced, but highly inferior 
receiver to the 330B. 


System $399. 
The receiver: Harman Kardon 330B. 


The turntable: BSR 2260X. 
The loudspeaker: EPI 90. 


The EPI Model 90 loudspeaker is the 
vinyl-walnut version of the highly 
acclaimed EPI Model 100, “the stan- 
dard.” It has been described as the ul- 
timate bookshelf speaker, receiving top 
rating by a leading consumer testing 
magazine. The famous EPI tweeter offers 
the best dispersion of all speakers on the 
market. The Model 90 is 8 ohms, and 
y > wf more efficient than the Small 
Advent. Transient response and disper- 
sion are superb, making this speaker 
highly independent of room placement. 
However, as with other speakers with 
excellent transient response, the EPI 90 
will expose noise, scratches, and tape 
hiss if not used with compatible equip- 
ment of superior quality. That’s why 
we've put it with the Harman Kardon 
330B. And, for the electronic music 
enthusiasts, the EPI 90 is considered the 
world’s best single reproducer of elec- 
tronic music. The EPI 90 sells separately 
for $89.95. 


The BSR 2260X 
turntable. 


We have included in our stereo systems 
using the Harman Kardon 330B, the 
BSR 2260X turntable. Our Evaluation 
Program has found it to be the least 
expensive, high quality, name-brand 
record changer on the market today. It 
comes complete with base, dust cover, 
and a $25 cartridge. You will enjoy the 
quiet, reliable way it handles -your 
records. 


























The Pioneer SE-205 


Two hallmarks of Pioneer headphone design, high 
performance and superior value, tell the story of the 
SE-205 stereo headphones. And they are priced to 
meet the sound aspirations of many stereo fans 
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whose budget is limited. The 
completely sealed speaker 
unit design means that you 
can enjoy private music ap- 
preciation, or you can use 
the SE-205 as monitoring 
headphones for sound 
recording. List: $25, sell: $20. 
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Wizard Wisdom 


I know that you will find this hi-fi system is the 
very least expensive system incorporating full 
performance components available in the audio 
marketplace today. As a whole, it offers the best 
value on a performance per dollar basis. I find that 
the large Advent loudspeakers and the Onkyo TX- 
220 stereo receiver work beautifully together in 
any listening environment, and they won’t get you 
evicted! This system is cope of playing the full 
range of music easily, but it won’t go to ear 
shattering levels. As in every system, there is a 
weak link and room for improvement. Don’t get me 
wrong! The BSR 2510X is a very good buy at 
this system price, but the optional PE 3044 with 
the Empire 999 AE/X II will improve the overall 
‘performance of this system more than any other 
change would, at an additional cost of only $50. 
This system will satisfy 80% of most people’s needs 
in a $500 record player, and with the PE option, it 
will satisfy 100%. For those who want to power the 
Advent loudspeakers to ear shattering levels, I 
would recommend stepping up to the Onkyo TX- 
330 or the Pioneer SX-535 at an additional cost 
of only $70. 











The loudspeakers: 
Advent. 


The Advent is a large, two-way loudspeaker 
system utilizing an 8 inch woofer.and a 1’ inch 
tweeter. Shortly after it was introduced four years 
ago, it became the best selling loudspeaker on the 
market because of its superior performance. It has 
been called by many independent music critics 
“the standard of the industry,” and we must agree. 
Our own Component Evaluation Program gave 
the large Advent an A-rating, the least expensive 
speaker over $100 to receive one. Designed by 

enry Kloss, a founder of both AR and KLH, the 
large Advent is a speaker that delivers sound with 
a total lack of coloration. Kloss was able to do this 
by utilizing his years of design experience at AR 
and KLH, and incorporating the latest technology, 
materials and production into the large Advent. It 
defeats the best product achievements of many 
companies whose speakers sell for twice as much, 
and its smoothness of response and excellent 
dispersion make the Advent a real value. Visually, 
it has a very unpretentious design, a neutral off- 
white grill cloth surrounded by a_vinyl-clad 
cabinet that is virtually indistinguishable from 
the real walnut. The large Advent is also available 
in a genuine walnut cabinet for $121 each. 
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System $489 
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The receiver: 
Onkyo TX-220. 


From the highly respected Japanese company, 
Onkyo, comes a line of electronics that shows toute 
impressive engineering at relatively low cost. The 
Onkyo TX-220 receiver delivers 18 watts RMS 
per channel, enough good clean power to drive the 





Advents to any listening level you choose. In 
addition to microphone inputs and level controls, 
and two tape monitors, the TX-220 has a mic line 
mixer so you can sing along, or record along, with 
your records. The Onkyo receiver also offers the 
unusual extra feature of full four-channel matrix 
circuitry. With an FM sensitivity of 2.3 uV and 
total harmonic distortion of 0.4%, the TX-220 rates 
highly in the performance criteria, and is definite- 
ly a fine value receiver. 














The turntable: 
The BSR 2510X. 


The BSR 2510 is a full performance changer 
that will play up to 5 records. It offers 








damped cueing, anti-skate, a gram scale, and it 
comes with a pre-mounted elliptical cartridge. This 
record changer gives you the feel and performance 
of a first class changer for those on a limited 
budget. 





The Pioneer SE-L201 

The light weight of these headphones, less than 8 
ozs., makes them the most comfortable in the 
Pioneer line. The open air design will provide hours 
of fatigue-free listening. Add to this the use of 
polyester film diaphragms in 
the 1%” dynamic speakers, 
and you have deep rich bass 
along with an especially 
crisp treble. This combina- 
tion makes the SE-L201 a 
comfortable headset with 
precise and natural sound. 
list: $30, sell: $25. 
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The loudspeakers: 
EPI Model 110. 


The EPI Model 110 is the vinyl-clad cabinet 
version of the highly acclaimed EPI Model 150. 
With its famous inverted 1” dome tweeter, it offers 
better angular dispersion than all the other 
speakers available. Rounding out this two-way 
system is an 8” long traverse woofer. The transient 
response of this speaker system is superb: cymbals 
will clash with a crispness and pe that is 
outstanding, tympani will resound with a fullness 
you would not expect from a large bookshelf 
speaker. The Model 110 has a nominal inpedance 
of 8 ohms and is reasonably efficient. However, as 
with any other quality high performance 
loudspeaker, the EPI Model 110 will expose noise, 
scratches and tape hiss if it is not matched with 
components of superior quality. This is the most 
important reason to choose a Pioneer receiver to 
match with the EPI Model 110. 


The receiver: 
Pioneer SX-434. 


The SX-434 is one of the new products from 
Pioneer, the number one electronics manufac- 
turer in the world today. It combines solid state 
circuitry, 44 semiconductors, and outstanding ver- 
satility (for example: provisions for two speaker 
systems and tape monitoring facilities). The SX- 
434 delivers continuous power of 16 watts RMS 
into an 8 ohm load, has excellent FM sensitivity of 
1.9 uV, and has very low distortion for a receiver of 
its power and price range. When you consider the 
EPI Model 110’s ability to expose any imperfec- 
tions, you will further appreciate the Pioneer SX- 
434’s ability to power the loudspeakers with un- 
distorted signals. 
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The Pioneer SE-305 

These dynamic isolation type headphones offer 
not only superb sound, but human sound engineer- 
ing design. Full range frequency ‘response and 
natural tone are achieved through a special 
polyester film element. Light 
weight, click-stop head band 
and close fit for private 
listening, reflect the comfort 
of the Pioneer SE-305. List: 
$35, sell: $28. 
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Wizard Wisdom 


This system can be called “better than the 
basics.” The record changer is the least expensive 
model available with a three point record suspen- 
sion. The loudspeakers are top-of-the-line large 
bookshelf units by EPI, noted for flat linear sound 
and excellent dispersion characteristics. Because 
of this aspect, the loudspeakers can be placed 
anywhere in your listening room when optimum 
speaker placement is not critical. Iam sure you will 
find that good stereo imaging will still be achieved. 
The Pioneer SX-434 receiver has more than 
adequate power to drive the EPI speakers to loud 
listening levels in an average room. As far as 
quality is concerned, it’s Pioneer, and Pioneer is 
number one! This is a great stereo system for a 
person who wants top quality without the equip- 
ment cluttering his listening room. There is no 
major weak link in this system, but there are 
options that can improve the performance and 
your enjoyment of this system. The PE 3046 with 
the Empire 1000 AE/X III can replace the PE 
3044 at an additional cost of $50. The Pioneer SX- 
535 or the Onkyo TX-330 can be substituted for 
the Pioneer SX-434 for $50 more. 
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The turntable: 
PE-3044. - 


The Model 3044 is one of the new turntables 
from PE, the “little brother” company of Dual. The 
PE 3044 exhibits many of the features found only 
in turntables costing considerably more: such 
features as variable pitch control up to 6% for both 
speeds (33 1/3, 45 rpm), a self-stabilizing multiple 
play spindle, and viscous damped cueing in both 
directions. The tonearm is dynamically counter- 
balanced in all planes with a needle-point bearing 
suspension to assure accurate tracking and long 
cecord life. The 3% lb. laminated steel platter is 
powered by a hi-torque motor to assure minimal 
rumble, wow and flutter characteristics. The PE 
3044 comes mounted in an oiled walnut base to 
assure stable, well balanced operation. The turn- 
table is topped by a smoke-tinted, hinged dustcover 
for easy access and dust free operation. The PE 
3044 will give years of trouble free performance. 
Add the Empire 999 AE/X II phono cartridge to 
this turntable, and you will have a strong and 
reliable combination. 





page thirteen 


System $1a° = 


> 
a 





~ System $699 The people's choice 
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Wizard Wisdom 

It is the general consensus at Atlantis Sound 
that this particular combination of components 
will be the most popular system in our buyer’s 
guide. The Bose, Onkyo, and PE combination 
offers you a realistically priced, nice looking and 
excellent performing stereo system that will suit 
the needs and demands of the majority of our 
customers. In order for the Bose 501 Series II to 
perform optimally, they require a receiver of out- 
standing quality an rformance. For this 
reason, I selected the Gnkyo TX-330, with its 
extremely low harmonic distortion of 0.4% at 33 
watts RMS into 4 ohms. The very few opponents of 
the Bose loudspeakers always state that they are 
«ifficult if not impossible to situate in a room. I 
guarantee this system sounds better than its 
competition in 99% of the room situations you will 
ever encounter. This is the least expensive system 
you can buy to reproduce: a concert hall perfor- 
mance. As in every system, there exist options for 
improvement. In this particular instance, they are 
the more powerful Onkyo TX-4406 or the Pioneer 
SX-636 receivers in place of the Onkyo TX-330 at 
an additional cost of $40. The other option is the 
PE 3046 with an Empire 1000 AE/X IIL instead 
pS PE 3044 with an Empire 999 AE/X II, for 
DOU more. 
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Dr. Amar Bose and the Wizard have a lot in 
common: they are imaginative, innovative, and 
+hey really know audio. The Bose 501 Series II 
~ loudspeaker employs many of the principles that 
Dr. Bose used in the now famous 901s, but at a 
lower price. The music at a live performance comes 
at you from all sides, and this is exactly the way 
the Bose 501 Series II reproduces the musicin your 
listening room. By utilizing the direct/reflecting 
technique, the speakers create a spatial presence 
that is amazingly true to life. By reflecting the 
sound off the wall behind the speakers and com- 
bining it with the direct sound, you have 
duplicated how the music will sound at a live 
performance. The improved Bose 501 series has 
excellent angular dispersion, impressive transient 
response, excellent tonal balance, and an extended 
frequency range, all which make your listening 
more calevelin The Bose 501 Series II also 
features an improved tweeter for better high fre- 
quency reproduction. Combine this with the 
already excellent bass peupense, and you have a 
great buy at only $149 each. This makes the floor 
standing, 4 ohm impedance Bose 501 Series II the 
least expensive speaker that creates a spatial 


effect. 
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The receiver: 
Onkyo TX-330. 


From the engineering ple comes their most 
recent innovation, the Onkyo TX-330, a real 
value packed receiver that you’d never expect in 
this price range. With 21 RMS watts per channel 
into 8 ohms and 33 RMS watts per channel into 4 
ohms, the Onkyo TX-330 makes a perfect match for 
the 4 ohm Bose 501. With two tape monitors, 
dubbing, FM muting, provisions for two sets of 
speakers, and a built-in 4 channel matrix syn- 
thesizer, the Onkyo TX-330 surprised even the 
experts. Once again, value and quality are what 
make the latest Onkyo TX-330 the choice to match 
the Bose 501. 
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The turntable: 
PE 3044. 


The Model 3044 is a new turntable from PE 
the “little brother” company of Dual. The PE 
3044 exhibits many of the features found only in 
turntables costing considerably more: such 
features as variable pitch control up to 6% for both 
speeds (33 1/3, 45 rpm), a self-stabilizing multiple 
play spindle, and viscous damped cueing in both 
directions. The tonearm is dynamically counter- 
balanced in all planes with a needle-point bearing 
suspension to assure accurate tracking and long 
record life. The 34 lb. laminated steel platter is 
driven by a hi torque motor to assure minimal 
rumble, wow and flutter characteristics. The PE 
3044 comes mounted in an viled walnut base to 
assure stable, well-balanced operation. The turn- 
table is topped by a smoke-tinted, hinged dustcover 
for easy access and dust free operation. The PE 
3044 will give years of trouble free performance. 
Add the Empire 999 AE/X II phono cartridge to 
this turntable, and you will have a strong and 
reliable combination. 





The Pioneer SE-L401 

This is another of Pioneer's open-air design 
headsets. The SE-L401 provides the listener with a 
degree of sound dispersion and vividness unob- 
tainable until now with conventional headphone 
designs. The sound is so 
natural and the bass 
response so well defined that 
you will find these phones 
comparable to listening to 
full-scale speaker systems. 
List: $40, sell: $32. 
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The loudspeakers: 
ESS AMT-5. 


The AMT-5 is the latest and least expensive 
loudspeaker in the ESS AMT (Air Motion 
Transformer) line. The AMT, an invention of the 
noted physicist Dr. Oskar Heil, uses a plastic 
diaphragm instead of a cone, and steel metal foil 
instead of voice coil. When a musical signal is 
applied to the foil, current flows alternately up and 
down in the successive folds so that the electro- 
magnetic forces alternately squeeze — and 
push apart the pleats, moving air forward to 
reproduce the music. This speaker, the AMT-5, is 
the first bookshelf speaker from ESS using the Heil 
tweeter. Now you can have the perfect sound of the 
AMT without having to place a floor model 
speaker in your listening room (and without the 
high price of a floor model). For bass, the AMT-5 
uses a special 12” woofer designed specifically for 
its cabinet. This AMT-5V is the vinyl clad 
version which sells separately. for $159.00 each. 
The 5 is also available in a walnut cabinet for 
— (ESS is not available in our New Haven 

tore. 
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Wizard Wisdom 


I am sure that you will fi:d that each component 
in this system does its job 1: a very extraordinary 
way. In combining the innovative design of the 
ESS speaker, the quality of Pioneer, the accurac 
of Empire, and the faultless performance of PE, 
you have the makings of a system that will make 
your friends envious, and yourself content, for 
many years to come. This system is well-suited for 
anyone’s musical tastes at any listening level 
because the ESS AMT-5 loudspeaker will meet the 
critical demands of most listeners with a limited 
budget. Very few bookshelf loudspeakers can com- 
bine the smooth tonal balance with the spatial 
preegmnece and angular dispersion of the AMT-5. 

he Pioneer SX-636 receiver is one of those rare 
finds in quality and performance in a hi-fi system 
in this price range. 

I know that this stereo system will suit all your 
listening needs, but possible alternatives that 
could upgrade this system would be to substitute 
the Pioneer SX-636 with the superior Pioneer SX- 
737 for just $50 more, and to substitute the PE 3046 
with the Dual 1226 for only $10 more. 
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The turntable: 
PE 3046. 


Another of the newly engineered automatic 
turntables from PE, the Model 3046 offers 
superior performance to most turntables costing 
considerably more. The tonearm is dynamically 
counterbalanced in all planes with a needle-point 
bearing suspension and its tracking pressure is 
accurate from 0.5 grams. This is one of the 
few turntables in this price range that has an anti- 
skating setting that is calibrated separately for 
conical, elliptical, and CD-4 styli. The 4.4 lb. 
dynamically balanced one piece alloy platter is 
driven by a hi torque motor. As in all the other PE 
turntables, you will find a variable pitch control 
(6%), viscous damped cueing (both directions), 
and the capability of playing up to six records with 
its self-atabilizing multiple play spindle. The PE 
3046 comes mounted in an oiled walnut base and is 
topped by a smoke-tinted, hinged dust cover. 
Match this superior performing automatic turn- 
table with an Empire 999 AE/X II phono car- 
tridge for a superbly performing combination. 


take your ears to the hi-fi wizard i 
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The receiver: 
Pionéer SX-636. 


The Pioneer SX-636 stereo receiver is one of 
Pioneer’s most popular units. This attractive and 
well-designed component is itself an excellent 
value, and now, we are able to offer it in a system in 
this price range. With continuous power output of 
28 watts RMS per channel driven into 8 ohms, the 
SX-636 perfectly complements the ESS AMT-5 
loudspeakers. Pioneer 1s famous for their very fine 
tuner sections, the SX-636 with its FM sensitivity 
of 2.0 uV, will not disappoint the most critical 
listener. The Wizard is also impressed with this 
receiver's immense versatility: provisions for 
two turntables, two tape monitors, up to three pairs 
of speakers, and a microphone input. This is 
definitely a lot of receiver at this price, and with the 


AMT-5 loudspeakers, it’s a lot of superior sound! 





The Pioneer SE-405 

These dynamic stereophonic headphones offer 
not only superb sound but sublime comfort for 
hours of listening pleasure without fatigue. The 
polyester film speaker elements and _ individual 
volume controls contribute 
to the outstanding sonic 
quality of the Pioneer SE- 
405. All these features and 
Pioneer value too. A sur- 
prisingly practical price for 
what could be the headset of 
the year. List: $45, sell: $38. 
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The loudspeakers: 


Your choice: 
The EPI 202. 


The EPI 202 is one of a quality company’s most 
popular models, incorporating a “bi-module ap- 
proach” that is as close to the real thing as you can 

et it. It really is two speaker systems (Model 100 

tandard) mounted 90 degrees off-axis from each 
other. The music doesn’t come from a box, it comes 
from all around, “panorama stereo.” Superb dis- 
persion means there is no longer a problem of 
where to put the speakers. The famous EPI tweeter 
makes the high-end clean, undistorted and lifelike. 
Floor placement and the two _ separate 
woofer/tweeter combinations insure good, deep 
bass response. Uniform tonal balance, excellent 
dispersion, spatial qualities that are lifelike and a 
cabinet design that will enhance any listening 
room, make the EPI 202 the Wizard’s selection for 
the discerning audiophile. (The EPI 201, an iden- 
tical speaker in design and approach but with a 
different cabinet style, is available for $40 less per 
pair.) 


The ESS AMT-4. 


The ESS AMT-4 is a small and unobtrusive 
floor standing loudspeaker that is ideally suited 
for use in a medium size listening room. The 
performance of this speaker is essentially the same 
as the AMT-1. The speaker system is a-hybrid, 
incorporating a ten inch woofer in a ducted port 
enclosure, and a %-full size Heil Air Motion 
Transformer. This combination will exhibit a total 
lack of coloration because of the Heil Air Motion 
Transformer, which uses a_ pleated plastic 
diaphragm instead of a cone, and metal foil strips 
banded to the plastic diaphragm plates instead of 
a voice coil. The benefits of the Air Motion 
Transformer include superb transient response, 
lower distortion, improved spatial dispersion, and 

reater efficiency. (ESS is not available in our New 

aven store.) 





Koss PRO 4AA. 


Generally considered the highest quality 
headphones professionally used throughout the 
audio industry. The fluid-filled cushions do a 
superior job of sealing off outside noise, and allow 
the Pro 4AA to deliver ex- 
tended linear bass response 
to below audibility. Extreme- 
ly flat frequency response 
through a dynamic speaker 
with a one inch voice coil, 
and four square inches of 
radiating area. Near state of 
the art performance from 
Koss, at a reasonable price. 

List: $60, sell: $39. 
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Wizard Wisdom 


I believe that this Ag will satisfy the most 
discriminating audiophile. The performance of the 
Pioneer SX-737 and the Dual 1226 with the 
Empire 1000 AE/X II will astound and satisf 

any ~~ Add this to your choice of the EPI 20 

or the ESS AMT-4 loudspeakers, and you will 
never be disappointed with this system’s perfor- 
mance. Both loudspeakers offer excellent bass 
response and smooth, sweet high frequenc 

response. You will find that the EPI 202 will fill 
any listening room at any volume with literally no 
distortion due to its multi-directional spatial 
résponse. I know that the highly efficient EPI 202 
will impress your ears, and that the more discern- 
ing audiophile will appreciate the overall perfor- 
mance of the ESS AMT-4. Even though the EPI’s 
will play louder than the AMT-4’s, it does not 
necessarily mean that they are a superior speaker. 
If you were to change this system in any way, I 
would recommend going to the Pioneer SX-838 
with its greater power and lower distortion for only 
an additional $100; or you could opt for a superior 
turntable with the Dual 1228 for only $45 more. 
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The suiaeahalbins 
Dual 1226. 


The Dual 1226 is an excellent compliment to 
the Pioneer SX-737. This turntable, with its low 
mass tonearm suspended by needle point bearings, 
takes full advantage of all the refinements of the 
Empire 1000 AE/XII cartridge. The 1226 utilizes 
a hi torque motor to power its 4 lb. alloy cast 
platter. One of the most current innovations is 
available in this unit: the anti-skating setting is 
calibrated separately for conical, elliptical, and 
CD-4 styli. The cueing is viscuous damped in the 
descent mode. Dual, a leader in their field, has once 
again achieved excellence with the new model 1226 
turntable. In combining the excellent rumble, wow 
and flutter characteristics of the Dual with the 
precise phono equalizer of the Pioneer SX-737, you 
can achieve all the performance an audiophile 
could demand. 


The receiver: 
Pioneer SX-737. 


Here is another vastly improved receiver in the 
new Pioneer line-up, (not that their previous units 
were anything but great!). The new Pioneer SX- 
737 offers its owner substantial clean power and 
superb operating versatility. The amplifier section 

roduces 35 watts RMS per channel with typical 
henneat distortion-of 0.3%. Two pairs of speakers 
can be played with this unit, and it has high and 
low filters, two tape monitors and a superbly 
performing AM-FM: section. The tuner section 
offers a new dimension in FM reception stability, 
which is accomplished by the new Phaselant: 
Loop circuit. The result of this is an impressive 
selectivity of 60 dB and sensitivity of 1.9uV. This 
receiver will supply you with immeasurable 
pleasure for as long as you want it to. Pioneer 
thinks of the little things, and this unit is a 
pleasure to use and a joy to behold! Things like one 
of the most versatile tape recording and monitor- 
ing facilities available today. On a dollar perfor- 
mance basis, this unit is one of the leaders. Couple 
a pair of EPI 202’s or a pair of ESS AMT-4’s tothis 
receiver and stand back, the quality of perfor- 
mance is indescribable. - 
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The loudspeakers: 
Bose 901, Series IT. 


For the superior system, the Wizard looked again 
to Bose. The Bose 901 speakers make spatial 
dimension a reality in an affordable system. The 
901 Series II features improved high end, and 
improved equalizer and a new cone formulation in 
the drivers. All these improvements to the world- 
famous original 901’s add up to spectaculaf audio 
performance. You are really a part of the music, 
zon no longer just listen, you now participate. The 

101’s direct-reflection principal means that your 
listening room walls reflect the sound and create 
the acoustic ambience of the concert hall or the 
recording studio. The use of an active equalizer 
means you can perfectly reproduce the lowest bass 
notes as well as the extreme ppper frequencies. The 
Bose’ 901’s spread the pane throughout your 
listening room and let you hear all the music from 
any position or spot in your room. When the 
Wizard heard the 901 Series II, he knew the 
improvements were real and that they did make a 
difference. He had found the truly super speaker 
for the truly super system. The Bose 901 Series II’s 
are included at their regular price of $550.00, the 
pair. 


@ Surrounding sound — 


Wizard Wisdom 


I realize that a system of this magnitude cannot 
be limited to a single combination of components. I 
would not expect to be given only one choice of 
electronics or speakers in this price range, and this 
is my reason for offering you such varying com- 
binations. 

The electronics offer you stereo, double stereo, 
and/or quadraphonic abilities. The speakers offer 
you the choice of technical innovations and con- 
cert hall performances. 

The turntable, the Dual Model 1228, offers you 
well-matched rformance for any of the 
electronics-speaker combinations. Not enough can 
be said for this system: it can only be truly 
appreciated after an extensive listening test. My 
recommendation to you is to bring in your favorite 
record or tape, sit down, and relax as you weigh the 
pros and cons of this superb system. 

There exists only one option not discussed, and 
that is a better turntable, that turntable being the 
incomparable Dual Model 1229@ at an additional 
cost of only $70. 
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Or, for $80 more, a cau ‘kardon 800+ a - 


From the inventor of the Field Effect Transistor 
(FET), Dr. Oscar Heil, we have been blessed with 
the Air Motion Transformer. The AMT is found in 
the ESS AMT I, a floor standing speaker that 
gives you optimal performance. By incorporating 
the Heil Air Motion Transformer and a conven- 
tional 10 inch cone woofer in a ported enclosure, 
ESS has come up with a winning combination of 
clean robust bass, smooth and clear highs, ex- 
cellent transient response, and superb spatial 
deflection. The AMT | is a state of the art speaker 
in that only a listening test will satisfy the 
necessary superlatives used to describe this 
speaker system. The ESS AMT I can be substituted 
in this system at an additional cost of $80. (ESS is 
not available in our New Haven store.) 


The turntable: 
Dual 1228. 


A new automatic turntable from the leaders in 
their field, the Model 1228 is typical of Dual 
quality and performance. The low mass tone arm 
is suspended on a four point gyroscopic gymbal so 
that the Empire 1001 AE/X III phono cartridge 
will give you the best performance available in any 
automatic turntable in this price range. | 

The four pound platter is driven by a hi-torque 
synchronous motor and offers the user a calibrated 
‘6% pitch control. The pitch control is indicated by a 
built-in illuminated strobe. Other features in the 
1228 are: viscous damped cueing, rotating center 
spindle, separate anti-skating calibration for con- 
ical, elliptical and CD-4 styli, and an adjustable 
vertical tracking angle. No other automatic turn- 
table in this price range offers as many flawless 
features as the 1228. 
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The receiver: Harman 
Kardon 800+ 

The Harman Kardon 800+ four-channel re- 
ceiver is one of the finest four-channel receivers 
on the mark€t today, reflectifig the precision and 
reliability that have brought Harman Kardon to 
the lead position in quadrophonics. But why have 
we chosen a pepekamne receiver for a stereo 
system? Because it’s a great value! Competitively 

riced with the finest stereo receivers, the Harman 

ardon 800+ with the rear channels strapped to the 
front, is one of the two best stereo receivers 
available today. (The other preg Pioneer 838.) 
It will give you 50 honest watts RMS per channel at 
8 ohms, plus the obvious advantage of never 
becoming obsolete if you ever decide to add two 
more speakers for quadraphonics. A fine, powerful 
stereo receiver, plus a receiver with all the 
provisions, CD-4, SQ and erihanced stereo 
decoders, for quadraphonics. 

f you decide that you want only stereo 
capabilities in this system, the SX 838 is the way to 
go. Recently introduced by Pioneer, the SX 838 
offers looks and performance found only in the 
Harman Kardon 800+ in this price range. 


The Pioneer SE-505 

Pioneer's top quality stereo headphone, the SE- 
505, features a two-way speaker design employing a 
polyester film woofer for deep bass and separate 
tweeter for subtle highs. Better transient response 
and independent volume and 
tone controls on each ear- 
cup. List: $60, sell: $48. 
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The Wizards ear expanders: 


Harman Kardon and Pioneer have long been the 
leaders in high quality quadraphonic receivers. 
The original Harman Reston four-channel series, 
the 50+, the 75+, the 100+, and the 150+ were 
excellent receivers for both four and two channel 
musical reproduction, but they did not contain CD- 
4, the discrete method of decoding four-channel 
developed by JVC. The same was true of the 
original Pioneer series until they came out with the 
QX-646, 747, and 949 series which has all the 
decoding systems built in. Harman Kardon and 
Pioneer and the Wizard are in complete agreement 
about quadraphonics as summarized here. 


The advantages. 


Better music reproduction. The improvement in 
sound systems caused by the transition from 
monophonic to stereophonic was a tremendous 
advantage in the state of the art of high fidelity. 
Four-channel quadraphonics will be an even 
better, more accurate, and exciting means of 
musical sound reproduction than stereo has been. 

good quadraphonic system will sound 
significantly better than a comparable stereo, 


e 
-channel 
systems: 


The Harman Kardon 
800+ receiver. 


Up to now, the state of the art in high fidelity has 
been represented by stereophonic music equip- 
ment. e Harman Kardon 800+ multichannel 
unit provides definitive stereo with no chance of 
future obsolescence. The “plus” in Harman Kar- 
don is the versatility to deliver optimum reproduc- 
tion on all 4-channel discs (discrete and matrix), 
FM broadcasts, and 4-channel tapes. With a 
separate tape monitor for 4-channel and 2- 
channel, a sound-field balance control, a Dolby B 
noise reduction system switch, a six position mode 
selector switch (mono, stereo, SQ, matrix, enhanc- 
ed stereo, and CD-4 discreet), and capability to 
accommodate additional speakers, turntables, 
tape decks (either 2 or 4-channel), and 2 or 4- 
channel headphones, the Harman Kardon 800+’s 
unparalleled technology makes it the Wizard’s 
choice for years to come. 


This Harman Kardon - Advent - Pioneer system 
is the least expensive, yet very good, combination 
that anyone interested in purchasing four-channel 
should consider. Using the 800+ to drive two large 
Advents in the front and two small Advents in the 
rear channels, it will perform as close to perfection 
as your ears could imagine. 


The Advent loudspeakers. 


The Wizard did not have to look very far for this 
choice: one pair of Large Advents, the least 
expensive A-rated speakers over $100 for the front 
channels, and one pair of Small Advents, the 
least expensive A-rated speakers under $100 for 
the rear channels, are a perfectly matched set of 
speaker systems. With acoustic properties that are 
denticel, they really complement each other. See 
system $369 on page 10 and System $489 on page 
12 for all the hard facts about the Advent 
loudspeakers. They provide a great way to get four 
channel into your home. You won’t be disap- 


pointed. 
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especially on rock, symphony, classical or light 
popular music. The results are spectacular when 
everything is right, i.e, the electronics, the 
speakers, the speaker placement, and especially, 
the program source. Additionally, quadraphonics 
creates a new dimension in sound, one in which the 
music is composed, arranged and recorded to 
surround the listener. 


The disadvantages. 


High cost: Asystem that has good speakers and 
versatile electronics with adequate power to drive 
them is expensive. Currently, a high fidelity stereo 
30 watts per channel receiver costs at least $300, 
and a good quadraphonic receiver with adequate 
power, the same power in 2-channel, and built-in 
decoder costs $500, almost twice as much! 


Speaker placement: Proper placement of four 
speakers can bea problem in some listening rooms. 

ront speakers having good high frequency dis- 
persion in ek He with smaller rear-channel 
speakers usually solves this problem. Since this is 
the most desirable speaker set-up for quad 
anyway, speaker placement has been over- 
emphasized by _anti-quadraphonic stereophiles. 


Program material: The modest availability of 
program material and the fact that the pigsest 
ay geo of quadraphonics, Columbia, RCA,and 

EA, have been their own worst enemies. The 
poor quality of quadraphonic (as well as stereo) 
records is serious, especially with CD-4 where the 
record quality is crucial because of increased 
musical information in the record grooves. 


The two competing systems. 


The lack of one single system is not a disadvan- 
tage today as it was two years ago. The Wizard of 
Atlantis and other hi-fi experts firmly believe that 
SQ and CD-4 are both “hear” to stay! 


CD-4, developed and owned by JVC will be 
the winner. It is the most authentic in terms of 
musical reproduction. In fact, the hardware quali- 
ty is oleae excellent today. The poor quality of 
commercially available records is the only remain- 
ing deficiency of discrete quadraphonic reproduc- 

ion. 
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The Pioneer turntable. 


The Pioneer PL 12-D is included in this 
system. For stereo systems, this “good” turntable 
comes with the Empire 1000 AEX cartridge, but we 
are including an Audio Technica AT 14E 
instead because it is a Shibata diamond cartridge 
and better for 4-channel. 


at $1089 


Replace the large and_small Advent combina- 
tion with two pairs of EPI 110’s, the vinyl-clad 
versions of the EPI model 150’s. (The 150’s are $120 
more because of their walnut and brass er sng 28 
The extremely wide dispersion of the EPI 
loudspeakers solves the often critical problem of 
room placement for four speakers. Placement 
worries are virtually eliminated because EPI’s 
dispersion is the best in the industry. This system 
also uses the Pioneer PL-12D turntable with an 
Audio Technica AT 14E cartridge. 


The EPI loudspeakers. 


The EPI Model 110 uses all of the innovations 
in the EPI Model 100, “The Standard”, and carries 
them one step further towards ultimate sound. Its 
larger enclosure results in lower system resonance, 
and therefore an even more powerful rendition of 
the deepest bass passages in your music. Coupled 
with their already mentioned excellent dispersion, 
the EPI’s are an excellent choice in a quality 
quadraphonic system. 


Add Koss K2+2 ears. 


These quadraphones feature the same clean 
sound as the Pro 4AA but with more dramatic spacial 
qualities. What you hear from discrete or matrix 
source is as alive as the live 
performance. Fingertip con- 
trols allow you to listen from the 
middle of the concert hall one 
minute, and from front row 
center the next. Completely 
compatible with stereo, but 
really the ultimate for four- 
channel listening from Koss. 

List, $85, Atlantis, $75. 
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quadraphonic high fidelity systems. 


SQ matrix system will remain for decades 
because it is inexpensive and can be used with all 
two-channel inputs (phono, FM and tape). Most 
important, however, it.can be used to produce 
enhanced quadraphonics from the millions of 
stereo records currently in use. Therefore, the 
existence of two systems, one for true 
quadraphonics (CD-4) and the second (SQ) for 
enhancing stereo records, is a real advantage. 


The past. 


Unfortunately, some electronics manufacturers 
jumped into the quadraphonics race before the first 
record was commercially available. Inexpensive 
receivers were produced, with token watts per 
channel, and obsolete, built-in and inadequate 
decoders. Very expensive equipment that either 
didn’t incorporate both CD-4 and SQ, or wasn’t 
strappable for use as a high powered stereo 
amplifier, was made (and are still being made by 
some). Some very expensive adapters were produc- 
ed and sold that were overpriced by a factor of 
three. Various systems such as EV and Dynaco 
were promoted even though they were doomed to 
failure by their technical inferiority. 


The Pioneer 
QX-949 receiver. 


The Pioneer QX-949 is rated at 40 watts per 
channel times four, a lot of power. But we’ve never 
tested one that delivered less than 44. This is 
enough to drive any four speakers on the market 
and in stereo instead of quadraphonic, the 949 
delivers 72 watts RMS per channel. The Pioneer 
QX-949 has all of the necessary four-channel 
systems built-in, so your equipment will not 
become obsolete tomorrow. A unique four-channel 
level indicator is employed on the front panel of the 
QX-949 to permit you to observe the output level of 
each of the four channels appearing on the view- 
ing screen. The level of each channel may be 
adjusted by using the level controls provided near 
the indicator. You will find the indicator to be 
valuable for all channel level adjustments. (CD-4 
oe adjustment, for example, is easily 
achieved by viewing the screen.) 

All tone controls are provided for both front and 
back so the tonal character of the back speakers 
can be altered separately from the front speakers. 
The QX-949 handles three tape decks, one for two- 
channel, the others for four-channel. Tape-to-tape 
duplication is easily accomplished. Four pairs of 
speaker systems can be connected to the QX 949. 

wo pairs are for the front channels, driven 
independently or simultaneously. 


at SI599 


Effective four-channel sound should have 
spatial relations. The EPI “Bi-module” approach 
to “panorama stereo” becomes even more im- 
pressive when an additional set of speakers is 
added to a rear channel, and a four-channel 

rogram source is used. The Pioneer QX-949’s 

exibility makes it the Wizard’s choice as a 
receiver. The turntable requirements were handled 
by the compatibility of the Philips 212 and the fine 
tracking and stability of the AT 14S cartridge. The 
combination of these components forms a 
quadraphonic system with the flexibility, com- 
patibility, precision and spectacular sound that 
are the best reasons to buy four channel. 


The EPI loudspeakers. 


The Wizard couldn’t put together the “best” 
quadraphonic system without using EPI because 
of their excellent dispersion and the fact that their 


The present. 


The leaders of high fidelity, Harman Kardon, 
JVC, Pioneer and Technics, have directed all the 
extensive capabilities at their command and are 
now producing equipment comparable in perfor- 
mance to the best stereo equipment. A 
quadraphonic high fidelity system is a reality 
today as a viable alternative to an expensive stereo 
system. 


The quadraphonic system: The quadra- 
phonics hi-fi system contains an “all-in-one” 
receiver, four high-quality speakers (not necessari- 
ly the same size), and a record player (preferably a 
turntable) capable of handling a quadraphonic 
cartridge. The record player complete with four 
channel cartridge ould bein the $150 and above 
price range. 

The all-in-one receiver: The “all-in-one box” 
as named by Len Dugow of Harman Kardon is a 
high quality receiver that: 

*is fully useable for stereo 

*has adequate power in both stereo and 
quadraphonic modes (by strapping the 
amplifiers). 





























*contains both CD-4 and SQ decoders 

*is easy for the consumer to operate 

Currently, receivers of this type cost $500 and up. 
Under $500 quadraphonic receivers are not all-in- 
one and will become obsolete in a short time. 


The future. 


Quality quadraphonics is currently expensive, 
but over the next five years the minimum cost of 
quadraphonic fidelity will halve because of ad- 
vances in the state of the art of electronics and 
technological improvement in loudspeakers ver- 
sus their cost. 

A word about stereo obsolescence: not in the 
Wizard’s lifetime. Don’t buy a quadraphonic 
system just because you’re afraid of being out-of- 
date. Today, unless you can afford to spend $900 or 
over on a complete quadraphonic system, go 
stereo for better sound for your money. 
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202 speakers give spatial relations, an ingredient 
as necessary in quadraphonics as in stereo. We 
selected the EPI 202 because it is the easiest 
speaker having spatial relations to place in a 
normal room, and the EPI Standard, Model 
100, in the rear. 


The Phillips turntable. 


The Phillips 212 is the obvious choice. Instead 
of the Empire AEX-III or ZEX-III, the Wizard 
chose the Audio Technica AT-14S cartridge 
because the system is quadraphonic: Audio 
Technica has pioneered the use of the Shibata 
stylus which is the best, least expensive way to 
play CD-4 records. 


at $2095 


In a super quadraphonic system, you shouldn’t 
be able to hear one speaker or the other. You should 
hear the orchestra, the music . . . the speakers 
shouldn’t' be the instruments! They should 
reproduce the musical performance in your listen- 
ing room, and the music should flow all around 
you, naturally. In the concert hall you don’t hear 
the music from a single location, it comes at you 
from all sides. The super 4-channel system is as 
close to a real concert that the Wizard of Atlantis 
has yet heard. There isn’t much more to listen to 
after you’ve listened to this! 


take your ears to the hi-fi wizard 
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The Bose loudspeakers. 


The requirements for speakers in a super 4- 
channel system are quite complex, but the choice 
ultimately was quite easy: four of the most ad- 
vanced loudspeakers made today with the ultimate 
in spatial dimensions, the Bose 901’s. Four Bose 
901’s in a quadraphonic system using the unsur- 
passed Pioneer electronics, is the ultimate in sound 
today. Read more about these impressive 
loudspeakers in our System $1199 on page 17. The 
Bose 901’s are included at their regular price of 
$550 the pair. 


The Pioneer turntable. 


In this ultimate system, the Wizard used the 
Pioneer PL-51 turntable with the Empire 
4400D-4 cartridge. This is a professional turn- 
table for the connoisseur who demands perfection. 





Add Koss Pro 5/Q ears. 


With these pro quality phones -you'll hear a 
cleaner, more precise four-channel sound than 
you've ever heard before. You'll also have any seat in 
the concert hall at your finger- 
tips with the rotary-type Y 
volume-balance controls at the 
base of each earcup. For stereo 
listening, the Koss Pro 5/Q 
phones give you nearly double 
the bass radiating area. List, 
$75, Atlantis, $65. 
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A record changer is the 
device that rotates the record 
and whose tone arm holds the 
Cartridge as it picks up the 
sound vibrations off the record 
groove. It also changes the 
record automatically so you 
don't have to get up as often! 

We think turntables (without 
the automatic features) are < 
better value, and in all Atlantis 
Sound systems a turntable can 
be substituted for the 
recommended changer. Once 
you have‘selected your turn- 
table or changer, look at the 
following page to find the car- 
tridges and prices that are 
recommended for each turn- 
table or changer. 


id 


Each changer and turntable 
has been tested by us and putin 
we of the categories below 
uepending on its performance 
and features. 


DUAL, the ultimate changer 


Dual automatic turntables 
hold an enviable position as the 
best brand name on the market. 
These models include many 
standard features that other 
manufacturers call extras. We 


make these sophisticated turn- 
tables a value to you by in- 
cluding the base and dustcover 
free. 


PE, the value line. 


Dual’s little brother, PE dis- 
plays remarkable similarity in 
design, quality control and 
dependability. One PE ex- 
clusive is their “fail-safe” record 
sensing device which prevents 


accidental cartridge damage. 
PE turntables have for years 
offered sophisticated features 
unavailable on comparably 
priced brands. 





Superior 


When we say Superior, we 
mean just that. Any changer, 
turntable, or cartridge in this 
category is capable of playing 
the most demanding program 
material at very low tracking 
forces without risk to your 
records or cartridge. 


DUAL Model 1229Q 


The superior 12290 is truly a 
no-compromise changer. The 
tonearm tracks flawlessly at an 
unbelievable 0.25 gram. A full 
size seven pound platter gives 
very stable speed. The 12290 is 
identical to the famous Dual 
1229 with one exception, the 
Q. the Q_ stands for 
quadraphonic and_ indicates 
that low capacitance cables and 
special anti-skate settings for 


CD-4 are included on this 
superior changer from Dual. 
Atlantis Sound Price, $259.95. 























PE Model 3060. 


The model 3060 is unchanged 
because no one wants to 
change an industry standard, a 
“best buy” since the day of its 
inception. The 3060 features 
low mass, gimbal suspension 
tone arm, superb wow and 
flutter characteristics and 
negligible rumble specifi- 
cations. The PE Model 3060 is a 
best buy from Atlantis Sound 
for $195.00. 

















Best 


By Best we mean perfor- 
mance that will satisfy all peo- 
ple; performance that is com- 
parable with that of a manual 
turntable but with the con- 
veniences of the record 
changer, the ability to track the 
most sensitive cartridges. 


DUAL Model 1228 


The replacement for the very 
popular Dual 1218. The 1228 
features twin gimbal 
gyroscopic tone arm mount 
with four low friction bearings 
that allow it to track atalow 0.5 
gram. A four-pound platter, a 
built-in strobe, and new low 
capacitance cables for 
quadraphonic make the Dual 
1228 one of the “best” turn- 
tables we've seen. Atlantis 
Sound Price, $189.95. 




















PE Model 3048. 


A brand new model in the PE 
product lineup, this unit offers 
top notch performance. The 
3048 offers adjustable, vertical 
tracking angle, anti-skating 
calibration for conical, elliptical 
and CD-4 styli, a minimum 
tracking force of 0.5 grams, a 
4.4 pound one piece dynamical- 
ly balanced alloy platter, low 
capacitance cables, and a hi- 
torque synchronous motor. The 
PE 3048 will keep up with the 
best turntables. Atlantis Sound 
Price, $170.00. 




















Better ~ 


A Better turntable should 
offer more performance than a 
Good turntable: lower more ac- 
curate tracking, a better motor, 
a versatile anti-skate calibration 
system, and a well balanced 
platter are just a few of the 
criteria. 


DUAL Model 1226 


The Dual 1226 is a real “best 
buy” from Dual. A_ cross 
between the 1228 and the 1225 
gives the 1226 some of the im- 
portant features of both. Such 
as a four pound platter, low 
mass tone arm, low capacitance 
cables, and special anti-skate 
for CD-4. Atlantis Sound Price, 
$159.95. 
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PE Model 3046. 


The Model 3046 is the 
newer model of the highly 
acclaimed Model 3015. The new 
3046 incorporates a lower mass 
tone arm, with a tracking ability 
of 1 gram. Anti-skating 
calibrations for conical, ellip- 
tical, and CD-4 styli are offered 
in this new turntable. The 
platter is one piece and 


dynamically balanced, and the 
single play spindle rotates, giv- 
ing you high performance at a 
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Good 


A Good turntable rating in- 
dicates an above average turn- 
table with good _ tracking, 
smooth operation, minimal 
rumble, wow, and_ flutter 
characteristics; plus, the ability 
to utilize a high quality phono 
cartridge. 


DUAL Model 1225 


The Dual 1225 is the least 
expensive of the new Dual line. 
It incorporates many of the 
sophisticated features of the ex- 
pensive Dual changers. Such as 
low mass tone arm, constant 
speed motor, and damped cue- 
ing. Included are low 
capacitance and special anti- 


CD-4 
Sound 


skate settings for 
cartridges. Atlantis 
Price, $129.95. 


PE Model 3044. 


The basic model in the 
reengineered product line from 
PE, sister company to Dual, 
offers a dynamically counter- 
balanced tone arm that is 
suspended on_ needle-point 
bearings. As with all the other 
PE record changers, one will 
find viscous damped cueing, a 


hi-torque constant speed 
motor, a self-stabilizing multi- 
ple play spindle, and a 6% 
variable speed pitch control. 
Atlantis Sound Price, $110.00. 





Economy 
BSR changers, the economy 
line. 

BSR changers have the 
necessary features like cueing, 
steady motor, and good 
suspension. Some com- 
promises are made in elegance 
of design, but when buying a hi- 
fi system on a limited budget, 
we recommend spending more 
on the receiver and speakers. 
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BSR Model 2620W. 


The Model 2620W offers 
damped cueing, anti-skate, a 
calibrated tracking scale, and a 
-_ performance motor. It 
offers the feel and performance 
of changers. costin con- 
siderably more. This unit comes 
with an elliptical cartridge. List 
Price, $140.80. Atlantis Sound 
Price, $109.95. 





Atlantis $ 


BSR Model 2510 A/X 


The BSR Model 2510 A/X is 
the least expensive changer to 
get a “good” rating. It has 
damped cueing, anti-skate, a 
gram scale, and comes packag- 
ed with an elliptical cartridge. 
The 2510 A/X gives you all the 
advantages and performance of 
the big ones on a limited 
budget. List price is $106.80; 
Atlantis Sound Price, $79.95. 


take your ears to the hi-fi wizard 


buyer’s guide to hi-fi 





eee SNS A Ore es Rial ate: 


Turntables 


Turntables are the simplest and most 
direct way to play a record. Each 
recommended turntable has the features 
(such as anti-skate) required to give you 
good sound reproduction, but without 
the frills such as automatic arms. These 
frills by definition add mass to the 
playback system. The major advantage 
of a turntable is how light the arm can 
track, and how low the rumble. As with 
most things, the more you spend, the 
better characteristics of each you get. 


PIONEER Model PL-51 


The professional turntable for the con- 
noisseur who demands perfection. With 
the PL-51, you have added the definitive 
component to your hi-fi system, as itis a 
highly revolutionary direct-drive turn- 
table. Use of a brushless DC servo- 
controlled motor allows wow and flutter 
for less than 0.03%. The Pioneer PL-51 
also has a matching high performance 
tone arm, and a deluxe plexiglass dust 
cover. Atlantis Sound Price, $249.95. 


PHILIPS Model 212, A-rated 


The Philips 212 is an excellent turn- 
table with floating platter and arm 
suspension. It features light-up finger- 
tip controls to change speeds and an 
automatic end-stop so you won't wear 
out your stylus. Each speed is individual- 
ly adjustable and once set, the servo- 
controlled motor assures accurate 
speed and thus perfect pitch. Cueing 
and anti-skate are incorporated and the 
arm is built of a very light material to 
keep the mass down. A hinged dust 
cover is included in this value turntable. 
Atlantis Sound Price, $199.50. 
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PIONEER Model PL-12D 
(and PL-10) 


The PL-12D is a two speed belt-drive 
turntable that shows the real price and 
performance value of Pioneer. It features 
a cast platter, tubular arm, antiskate, 
cueing and is capable of tracking down 
to one gram. The PL-10 is a less 
sophisticated version of the same turn- 
table. Atlantis Sound Price, Model PL- 
12D $119.95; Model PL-10 $99.95. 


WA 4 


No one manufacturer makes excellent 
turntables in every price range. After 
testing many models, we chose four 
turntables from two different manufac- 
turers, Pioneer and Philips. 
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The cartridge is a very important part 


of any hi-fi system. It converts the 
vibrations in the record groove to elec- 
trical signals that the amplifier can 
transmit and send to the speakers. The 
Wizard A-rates Empire and discounts it 
heavily so it is just a few dollars more 





than the other brands. 


EMPIRE, A-rated, the 
best! 


The Wizard recommends this 
line of Empire Cartridges 
without question. They perform 
well and are so durable that the 
Wizard offers an unconditional 
one year free replacement 
warranty. These Empire car- 
tridges are all “A” rated. 


EMPIRE Mode! 4400 
D-4, A-rated 


A 4 channel tracing styius for 
less than some exotic stereo 
cartridges. A real value in a 4 
channel cartridge. 

List $150, Atlantis $70. 


ORTOFON Modei M-15 E 
Super, A-rated 


Historically, Ortofon has been syn- 
Onymous with fine phono cartridges. 
The new Ortofon M-15 E Super is no 
exception. Frequency response is 
smooth and uniform all the way up to 
20,000 Hz, with a variation of +1.5 dB. 
With the M-15 E Super’s outstanding 
“trackability” and smooth undistorted 
reproduction, it is unequivocably the 
best cartridge the Wizard has tested. 


Atlantis Sound Price, $80.00 





STANTON 
B-rated 


The performance of 
all Stanton cartridges 
is good primarily 
because they are 
durable. But they are 
not fairly priced 
because Stanton does 
not allow us to dis- 
count them. Without 
this discount, they 
cannot be considered 
a good value. Anyway, 
Empire cartridges are 
much better at a much 
lower price. 


SHURE, 
C-rated 


The performance of 
all Shure cartridges is 
more than acceptable, 
but the Wizard cannot 
recommend them 
because, in his opi- 
nion, their styli are far 
too delicate. 





EMPIRE Mode! 1001 
ZEX-Iil 


fy - 
/V/iZ The best — don’t spend more 
“for a 2 channel elliptical car- 


tridge. 
List $100. Atlantis $55. 


STANTON 
689 EE 


The best Stanton — 
very, durable — with a 
longhair brush. 

List $72, Atlantis $72. 


SHURE V15 Ill 


The best Shure — 
very popular, but much 
too fragile for normal 
use. ° 

List $72, Atlantis $55. 





EMPIRE Model 1000 
AEX-lll 


Better than the 999 or 
anything else near its price! 
List $80, Atlantis $35. 


STANTON 
600 EE 


A mild compromise 
between the 500E and 
the 681EE. Durability 
exists, trackability 
does not exist. 

List $55, Atlantis $55. 


SHURE M91 ED 


The most popular 
Shure and the Shire 
most likely to lose its 
Stylus, but a good 


price. 
List $55, Atlantis $20. 





EMPIRE Model 999 
AEX-lll 


The least expensive good 
elliptical on the market. 
List $50, Atlantis $20. 





STANTON 
500E 


Again a very durable 
cartridge, but difficult 
to track correctly. 

List $40, Atlantis $40. 





SHURE M-75 E 


The low price Shure, 
attractive price, but 
again too fragile. 

List $40, Atlantis $12. 





BSR Model 2310 AXE 


The BSR 2310 AXE has cueing and the 
additional advantage of an elliptical car- 
tridge, but still lacks a gram scale and 
anti-skate. It is recommended for 
economy systems. List price $86.80, 
Atlantis Sound Price $69.99. 


BSR Model 2260 AX 


The BSR 2260 A/X has cueing but 


lacks many other features like an ellip- 
tical cartridge, gram scale, and anti- 
skate. Definitely the best changer for the 
economy systems. List price $76.80, 
Atlantis Sound Price, $54.95. 


ee 
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~ Cassette tape recorders. 


Pioneer CT 5151 and 4141A 


The Pioneer 5151 offers Dolby noise reduction, a 
tape play direction indicator, a tape selection 
switch, memory rewind, a peak indicator, a level 
limiter, and ferrite heads for only $269.95. For the 
budget minded, the Pioneer CT 4141 A sacrifices 
memory rewind, a peak indicator. a level limiter 
and replaces the ferrite heads with permalloy 
heads at a savings to you of $30.00. Atlantis Sound 
price, $239.95 


Advent 201 


The Advent 201 is the standard for comparison 
in cassette decks. At the price of $299.95, the 
electronics feature Dolby noise reduction and 
chromium dioxide biasing for both record and 
playback modes. On its introduction it represented 
the first state-of-the-art cassette deck available in 
the world and to date it still is! Other cassette decks 
are excellent values at lower prices, but in com- 
promising price, you also sacrifice some features or 
performance. 


Harman Kardon 1000 


For those who want to improve on the Advent 
201, there are four choices, the first being the 
Harman Kardon 1000 at only $349.95. It has a 
frequency response from 30 to 15,000 Hz, 4.5 dB 
with chromium dioxide tape, and a signal-to-noise 
ratio of 58 dB. Its features include a Dolby B noise 
reduction system, memory rewind, record and 

layback level controls, two professional il- 
uminated VU meters, front panel mic and 
headphone jacks and mic level controls, all with 
Harman Kardon quality throughout. This is the 
only tape deck that this distinguished company 
makes, and it really is a winner. 


-_—o = © oe = 


BazBaans 




















Tandberg TCD 310 


And finally, we are very proud to present the 
Tandberg 310 at $499.95, a superbly performing 
cassette deck with the looks to match its quality. In 
keeping with the Tandberg tradition of excellence, 
this unit offers uncompromising performance 
specifications that only a listening test will con- 
firm. The 310 complies with DIN standard 45500; 
incorporates a Dolby noise reduction system; has 3 
motors; and hysteresis synchronous drive motor; a 
dual capstan closed loop tape drive system; 
minimum wow and flutter; electronic controls; two 
illuminated peak . reading equalized 
record/playback instruments; low noise/CRO? 
tape switch; high quality heads, and more! The 
Tandberg 310 has to be seen and played and heard 
to be fully appreciated. We are sure you will 
appreciate Tandberg for all they have done in 
producing this superb cassette deck. 





Teac’s new high-end cassette deck, the Model 
450, is one of the most exciting innovations in the 
cassette medium we have seen yet. The amazingly 
low wow and flutter rating (.07%, which Teac 
themselves say is as low or lower than some of 
their own reel-to-reel decks running at four times 
the speed!) is only one of the 450’s many good 
points. Its new features, many of which were 
previously available only on expensive reel-to-reel 
decks are impressive. Before decks like the Ad- 
vent 201 began to convince audiophiles of the 
viability of the cassette medium in high fidelity 
systems, cassette decks lacked many wanted 
features. But the 450 changes that by providing 
completely separate microphone and line inputs 
and level controls, an automatic output stabiliza- 
tion network, three position bias and equalization 
controls, and a source-monitor position which 
decodes an already encoded Dolby signal (say 
from another Dolby tape or Dolby FM broadcast) 
to enable you to monitor it while recording. The 
Teac 450 sells for $449.50. 


Teac 360 S 


Then comes the Teac 360S for only $379.50. This 
superb unit offers all the performance 
specifications of its big brother the Teae 450, But 
sacrifices mic/line mixing, an external timer, and 
Dolby FM/copy. The unit offers memory rewind 
which is not found in the 450, and an easily 
accessible record calibration tone. 


The other unit offered by Wollensak is the 
superior Model 8075 at only $339.95. This unit 


Until recently 8-track has not been considered a 
truly high fidelity system,-but with the new tape 
* coatings and Dolby 8-track, it has ome a true 
means of quality stereo reproduction. Although 
the tape drive system is not the best, it has been 
improved to the point of acceptability by most 
audiophiles. Wollensak 3M Co. has developed 
two models which are considered top notch 8-track 
seoaee ey pre-amp decks, the Model 8055 and 
Model 8075. 

The Wollensak Model 8055 at $249.95 offers 
signal-to-noise ratio of 50 dB with a uency 
response that ranges from 30 to 15,000 cycles. The 
8055 will record and play 8-track stereo cartridges 
with automatic on/off. Other features include: 
auto eject after playing one track or all four tracks, 
an automatic recording level control (defeatable), a 
time counter, improved fast forward, a pause 
control, dual illuminated VU meters, dual slider 
recording level controls, program indicator lights, 
and headphone monitoring. This versatile unit 
will play through any sound system, will record 
from any sound source, and comes mounted in a 
handsome walnut cabinet. It will add a dimension 
of flexibility to any stereo sound system. 
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represents technical elegance in 8-track 
record/playback decks. This superbly performin 
deck has features never found in an 8-track dec 
before. The 8075, in addition to the famous Wollen- 
sak tape transport system, offers the Dolby noise 
reduction system, and special tape record equaliza- 
tion. The combined result of these three features is 
unequaled excellence in 8-track in-home sounds. 
The 8075 also gives you the ability to listen to your 
favorite FM station with Dolby through the FM 
listen Dolby switch. Other features include: il- 
luminated separate channel VU meters, separate 
channel FM calibration, program repeat switch, 
headphone output jack, automatic ejection switch, 
locking fast forward lever (3.5 times the normal 
speed), record indicator light, program identifica- 
tion lights, a sockiny pease lever, an ejection lever 
and a time counter. This unit has a signal-to-noise 
ratio of better than 50 dB without Dolby and 
typically 60 dB with Dolby, and a frequency 
response that ranges from 30 to 15,000 cycles 
making this unit the 8-track deck for any 
audiophile. 


ke your ears to the hi-fi wizard 
un buyer’s guide to hi-fi 





You cannot purchess a quality reel-to-reel tape 
deck for less than $500.00. The Teac 2300 S at 
$499.50 offers you a logic solenoid activated 
transport system, two position tape bias, 
microphone inputs, line inputs and a variable 
output with two VU meters for easy visual 
monitoring. The Teac 2300 S features 3 motors, 3 
heads and optional remote control and/or sound- 
on-sound capabilities. The Teac represents 
reliability and excellent mechanics. The only other 
tape deck to consider in the $500.00 price range is 
the Tandberg 3300 X at $469.95. The Tandberg 
offers excellent frequency response and signal-to- 
noise ratio at 3% ips, in fact as good 4s most other 
decks at 7% ips. The 3300 X incorporates the 
Tandberg crossfield recording technique, ensures 
superb sound quality, and has large illuminated 
peak equalized veers Fe meters. The photoelectric 
end-stop and linear motion potentiometers for 
input levels are two of the features that make this 
unit an excellent value for its price. 


As with both the Teac and Tandberg mentioned 
above, the Tandberg 9100 X has a 7-inch reel 
capacity. At $799.00 it is a state-of-the-art deck 
featuring full logic electronic fingertip controls 
that ensure optimal operating ease, two precision 
motors for fast forward and rewind, a hysteresis 
synchronous motor, the Tandberg crossfield re- 
cording technique, four sound heads, 3 speeds, 
optional remote control, sound-on-sound capabili- 
ty and one hand threading. For an additional 
$150.00 you can get the 9200 X, the same deck 
with a built in Dolby noise reduction system, 


For the convenience of 10% inch reels, we offer 
two decks: The Revox A77 or the Pioneer 1020 L. 
The Revox A77 offers excellent wow and flutter 
characteristics, superb frequency response and 
great signal-to-noise ratio specifications. Add all 
this to logic electronic controls, 3 heads, 3 motors 
and a superb transport and you have a great deck 
at $899.00. The Pioneer RT-1020L is another 
10% inch reel deck and is the best value on the 
market today at only $649.95. This unit offers 4- 
channel playback, 3 heads, 3 motors, full logic 
po button control, end-of-tape shut off, 3 position 

ias selector, 2 position equalizer selector, separate 
monitoring and record switches, sound-on-sound, 
sound with sound, mic/line mixing, and two- 
channel recording capabilities. 














If you are looking for a unique reel-to-reel tape 
deck, let us show you the Teac 3340S, a miniature 
recording studio that also offers obsolescence- 
proof 4-channel recording and playback. With the 
accessory mixdown panel, you can overdub, 
sweeten, echo, and stack tracks, and wind up with 
4 discrete channels containing 9 tracks of no more 
than two generations. Add this versatility to the 
established reliability and performance excellence 
of Teac and you have your own studio for 
$1149.50. We also offer Tascam professional 
recording decks that are a consumer priced version 
of professional recording studios. 
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Pioneer 800 Series 


Car stereo that looks and performs like Pioneer 
home stereo. 


The model TP 828 is an under dash 8-track 
layer with balance, tone, and volume controls. 
e angled face plate houses a large illuminated 
dial that lets you see how much of the 16 watts 
RMS power you are using. This sleek unobtrusive 
component also offers fast forward, repeat and 
automatic/manual program changing. At a 
moderate cost of only -95, this unit will give 
you miles and miles of faultiess entertainment 
when coupled with any of the Pioneer door mount 
or convertible mount speakers. 


The Model TP 800 offers you the same under 
dash 8-track player unit as the TP 828, but comes 
with that something extra: FM stereo. You will 
find a large radio dial with an illuminated pointer, 
a mono/stero switch, a radio on/off switch and a 
large, smooth operating tuning knob. I’m sure that 
you will find the TP 800 an excellent, superbly 
performing unit valued at only $124.95. 
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Pioneer Cassette Series 
A tape size everybody can handle. 


The KP 300 is an under dash FM/cassette 
player that features volume, balance, tone con- 
trols, and auto reverse. In addition to a strong 15 
watts RMS, a quiet stereo section will pull in all the 
stations. Compact enough to fit into your glove 
compartment, strong enough to out perform many 
of its larger ——— and built to last. A great 
performer at only $129.95. 


The new KP 301 is an under dash cassette 
player with Dolby built-in. And although its the 
same size gs a KP 300, it still contains a lot of 
sophisticated circuitry: A Dolby noise reduction 
system, an FET front end for FM, and IC’s for front 
end audio and IF. There is a manual direction 
ane as well as automatic reverse, radio on/off 
switch, FM mono/stereo switch, Dolby in/out, 


volume, balance, tone controls, anda special grade 
permalloy head tor CRO? tapes. This unit per- 
sonifies the mobile audiophile. You can take the 
KP 301 for a ride at the cost jof $189.95. 
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Free headphones at Atlantis: 
the Wizards two week bribe. 


Also free at Atlantis 


MUSIC MIRCHINE 
ALMANAC 


The Music Machine Almanac: This is the best 
catalogue of hi-fi equipment available on the 
market today. It also includes some articles like 
“Understanding the Specifications,’ and a great 
section on the function of each componentin a hi-fi 
system. Z 


The Fall Rolling Stone Hi-Fi Supplement: 
Another document well-worth reading to learn 
about hi-fi and how to properly use your system. 


PIONEER 


The Pioneer book “How I Install Car 
Stereo”: yet debi per cent of the people who 
buy stereo tape players for their cars install them 
themselves. But until this book from Pioneer, there 
wasn’t any really informative literature on how to 
do it. This book was written by Steve Tillack, head 
of Pioneer’s installation center in Los Angeles, and 
if he doesn’t know how to install car stereo, nobody 
does! 


Eaquice 


The Esquire Home Entertainment Display: 
Every year Esquire magazine publishes a special 
section on hi-fi. Atlantis is parmcipetng with the 
Esquire promotion by setting up special displays 
in some of our stores. You'll find these displays 
attractive, informative, and well-worth viewing. 


The Wizard tips his hat! 


Special praises to Pioneer’s President, Ber- 
nie Mitchell; Vice-President, Ken Kai; and 
Marketin Manager, Bob Morrill: One of the 
most highly rated brands of hi-fi equipment is 
Pioneer, the number one world-wide in electronics. 
Very few other manufacturers’ equipment 
recommended in this buyer’s guide are fortunate 
—— to be in the Pioneer league. Pioneer is 
number one in America for two reasons: 

They are one of the few companies in Japan 
exclusively devoted to the high fidelity business. 
Pioneer doesn’t make motorcycles, fans, clock 
radios, televisions, or elevators. They do make the 
highest quality hi-fi, and they are constantly 
sewing to improve their value to the consumer 
through technological innovations at minimal 
cost. 

The American management of Pioneer, Bernie 
Mitchell, Kenny Kai, and Bob Morrill, have done 
more for high fidelity as a source of leisure 
enjoyment and as an industry, than all the other 
companies combined. They have been instrumen- 
tal in introducing hi-fi to the public, in sponsoring 
music festivals and broadcasts, great music to 
listen to on great equipment. These progressive 
forward-thinking men have made being in the hi-fi 
world a pleasure for me, and although you may not 
have known them until now, a pleasure for you. 
Thanks again to Bernie, Ken, Bob, and Pioneer! 


For the next two weeks only, The Wizard of 
Atlantis will give you free with the purchase of one 
of the recommended Atlantis stereo or 
quadraphonic systems, the headphones 
recommended with that system. Unlike the cheap- 
ly made and virtually worthless headphones that 
other hi-fi dealers have been known to give away 
these headphones are priced from $20 to $75, and 
are the products of some of the best manufacturers 
in the industry. 

Why is Atlantis doing this? You could say we’re 
trying to bribe youto buy a hi-fisystem now, rather 
than a month or two from now. The extra costs in 

roducing this buyer’s guide, the horrible inflation 
th here and in foreign markets, has convinced 
me (the Wizard) to lower prices on my systems even 
more by giving away headphones, so I can con- 
vince you to purchase your hi-fi system now! 


Free headphone offer expires Saturday Oc- 
tober 5th. 


How to find 
Atlantis 


Harvard Square, 38 Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
phone 661-3100 

how to find us: just off the square at the intersec- 
tion of Brattle and Mount Auburn Sts., in the 
Northeast Federal Bank building. 


Kenmore Square, 536 Commonwealth Ave., 
Boston, phone 266-1300 

how to find us: in the middle of the square, right 
across the street from the Kenmore Club. 


Prudential Center, Boston, 811 Boylston Street, 
phone 261-2788 

how to find us: one block off Copley Square directly 
across the street from the Pru, right above 
Brodney’s Art Gallery. 


Allston, 1092 Commonwealth Ave., Allston, 
phone 731-5700 

how to find us: across from BU’s west campus, at 
intersection of Comm. Ave. and Brighton Ave. 


Framingham, 248 Worcester Road, on Rt. 9 East, 
Phone 879-6550 

how to find us: between Shoppers World and the 
intersection of Rt. 126, but on the Boston-bound 
side of Rt. 9. 


Peabody, 10 Sylvan Street, phone 531-8888 
how to find us: just off Rt. 114 on the only road 
connecting the North Shore Shopping Center.and 
saaany Tree Mall. Next to the Primrose Super- 
market. 


Braintree, in the South Shore Plaza 
phone 848-7522 

how to find us: across from the South Shore 
National Bank. 


Providence, Rhode Island, 261 Thayer Street, 
phone, 831-1900 

how to find us: across from the Brown University 
Bookstore on College Hill. 


New Haven, Conn., 31 Broadway, 2nd floor, 
phone 772-0000 

how ad oy us: across from the Yale campus, near 
the Yale Co-op. 


Stores also in New York, New Jersey, 
Washington, D.C. and surrounding areas, 
and in North Carolina. 


Take your ears to the Hi-Fi Wizard! 





